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Democracy -- which provides that the power of government ultimately rests with the people --
unquestionably isthe best form of government that we know today. We, as Americans pride oursdves
on bang the world' s number one adherents of this greet principle. Indeed, it was our enormous
dedlication to the creed of Democracy thet led to the fight for this netion’ sindependence; to the
establishment of our revered condiitution; to the right to vote without regard to property qudification; to
the right to vate without regard to race; and to the right to vote without regard to gender. In other
words it isthe principle of democracy that has hed our netion in tact for over two centuries.

Neverthdess, for democracy to work effectivey, not only must ditizens have the right to vote,
the sysem mugt be congructed o thet ther votes count. Unfortunetdy, thisis not dways the case.
Asthis pagt dection reveded, there are regrettably human and mechanicd flawvsin our vating sysems
Last November and December sories of overvotes, undervotes, and hanging chads flooded the media
Many voters complained that confusaing butterfly ballotsled them to meke unintended choices while
others damed they were denied the opportunity to vote by being left off of the regidration rolls or
through inimidztion.

Although many were sunned by these revdations, unfortunatdly, these problems are not new.
Thefact isthat we ve hed difficulties usng punch cards and other machine-reedeble bdlots for more
than 30 years. Asthe record shows, federd officids were made awvare of theseissues asearly as
1978, by aNationd Bureau of Standards study, Science & Technology: Effective Use of

Computing Technology in Vote-Tallying. That sudy —and another in 1988 — found difficultiesin
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vatetalying semming from management failures technology falures and humen operationd fallures
The 1978 report noted mgor difficultiesin severa key metropolitan arees. One of the vitd
recommendations was the dimination of the pre-scored punch card, Smilar to the kind used in PAm
Beach County’ s VVotomatic machines

Even though the 2000 presidentid dection leveed unprecedented atention on Horida's
problems, asI’m surewe will hear today, Horidais not done with respect to the prevaence of voting
gydemflans Today' switnesseswill outline many of the same difficulties evidenced in Horida
However, they will dso highlight problems unique to their sates or condtituents. Thefind picture that
emerges will undoubtedy be complex, requiring a multi-faceted solution.

Senator McCain and | have put forward one part of that solution —the American Vating
Sandards and Technology Act. Thislegidation would direct the Nationd Indtitute of Standards and
Techndlogy, “NIST” to: (1) fadlitate the development of voluntary sandards governing the
performance of voting sysems, (2) conduct asudy of factorsimpacting voter participetion by
individuals and groups, and (3) implement a program miking grants available to dates and loca
governments to ad in the updating of vating eguipment and to conduct voter educationd programs

Other Senators have their own hillswhich offer reforms such as uniform pall dosing times,
same day regidration, oversees military vating reforms, and reaffirmation of the Voting Rights Adt,
among others. Undoubtedly, this heering isthefirg of many hearings that the Senate will hald on this
metter. Election reform isacomplex problem. Senator McCain and | redize thet our American Vating
Sandards and Technology Act isonly one piece of the pie. In that regard, we look forward to

working with other Senators who are examining other aspects of the dectora system.
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Incondusion, | fed that | would beremissif | did not say thet though we should move
expeditioudy on theissue of dection reform, we do nat need to rush. In the coming weeks, the Senate
is poised for a debate on campaign finance reform. The Charman has his proposd; | have my
Condtitutiond Amendment. We have dreedy hdd numerous hearings, medtings, and discussons on
campagn finance reform. So, let’ skegp our eyes on the prize and proceed with both efforts campaign
finance reform immediatdy, and dection reform as soon as possible

Asnated, the right to vote is the mogt fundamentd right bestowed upon Americans by the U.S.
Condtitution. Sedly, there are millions of Americanswho logt faith in the guarantee and exerdse of this
fundamentd right due to the circumdtances of the lagt dection. Senator McCain and | do not daim to
know how to restore the American peoplé sfath in our voting sysems. However, we do bdieve that
sdtting badc performance dandards, heping dection officds acquire sysems which meet those
dandards and hdping voters use those sysems will go along way in ensuring more congstency and
rdigaility in our vating sygems.

As| daed earlier, Democracy isthe best form of government we are familiar with today .
However, we mugt work continuoudy to make it work effectivedy. Indesd we mugt dways driveto
meke our democracy better. Unfortunatdy, | think maybe we have resed on our laurds, and each of
usis now hearing from our condtituents thet they are not happy about it. | look forward to hearing from

each of our witnesses on how we can make our system better.



