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Thank you, Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee. It is an honor to appear
before you today. | am very pleased to be considered for this position in the Department
of Transportation, and if confirmed, | look forward to working with you and your staffs
on the transportation issues that we all face.

If confirmed as the Assistant Secretary for Budget and Programs and Chief Financial
Officer | will work to support the Department’ s number one priority -- safety. We are
fortunate to live in a country that has avery good transportation safety record. But this
did not occur by chance. The Congress, and the Department of Transportation have
worked hard to establish the right level of laws, regulations, funding, and oversight. But
as with anything, it can always be improved.

| know that the employees at the Department are constantly working to improve
transportation safety — be it the technicians who maintain the air traffic control computers
24 hours aday 7 days aweek, or the motor carrier employees conducting truck safety
inspections, or the Coast Guard personnel who just this week seized nearly 13 tons of
cocaine. If confirmed, | look forward to doing what | can to support these and other DOT
efforts.

One of the biggest challenges faced by this country and the Department is transportation
congestion. A recent study of 68 urban areas found that in 1999 alone, highway
congestion cost $78 billion in lost time and wasted fuel. Another report stated that more
than one-fourth of airline flights last year were delayed or canceled.

If confirmed, | look forward to working with and advising Secretary Mineta on financial
decisions that will help this nation get the most out of its transportation investments. We
need to look at advances in technology to ensure that we are getting the most effective
use of today’s capacity. We must also recognize that this country’ s transportation needs
will have to be aided with additional capacity and capital investments.

If confirmed, my job is to support President Bush and Secretary Mineta’ s budget request
and to provide to the Congress additional information needed to make sound policy
decisions and to assure that the best transportation investments are made. In addition, |
would be responsible for the Department’ s performance report as required by the



Government Performance and Results Act (GPRA). The Department’ s performance
report has been referred to as one of the best in the Federal Government and | plan on
keeping it that way. Finally, my responsibilities would include guaranteeing that the
Department has the most accurate, timely, and usable financial system available.

| would like to assure you and your staff that | will be working closely with Congress.
As aformer staff member of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, |
understand the importance of timely responses to Congressiona requests.

| am eager to serve both President Bush and Secretary Mineta in this position, and |
would be pleased to answer any questions you may have.



