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Good morning. The Senate Commerce Committee is meeting today for confirmation hearingsto examine
the qudifications of Mr. Michadl Powell, who has been nominated by the President to serve as the
Chairman of the Feder Communications Commission.

| would like to welcome Mr. Powell this morning, as well as his family and friends. And | would like to
take this opportunity to congratulate him on his exceptiond and digtinguished record. As Chairman and
as aCommissioner of the FCC, and as an attorney in private practice, he has consstently demonstrated
extraordinary talent and leadership ahilities. A recent Washington Post articlesaid it best when they wrote,
“Michael Powell iswell-liked and respected to a degree not often found in Washington, drawing praise
fromboth sdesof thepartisanaide.” Such quditiesare absolutely essentia to an FCC Chairman who must
lead the FCC into the digital age and the new economy.

Mr. Powell has dready devoted much of his career to public service. In addition to being the current
Chairman and acommissioner of the FCC, he has served as Chief of Staff of the Antitrust Division &t the
Department of Justice and had a distinguished military career as an officer in the United States Army. |
gppreciae his willingness to continue to serve this country, and | thank him for his eadfast commitment
and dedication. | dso thank hisfamily, who | am sure have beeningrumenta in hissuccessand in hisbeing
here with us this morning.

Today, we are hereto review and seek comment from Mr. Powell on his qudifications to be Chairman of
the FCC and to engage in a didogue with the members of this Committee about what direction the FCC
will take under hisleadership if heis confirmed.

| would like to point out that the FCC is an independent agency created by the Congress. As such, its
primary respongbility is to implement and enforce the will of Congress and thereby facilitate Congress
exercise of itsrespongbilities pursuant to the Commerce Clause. The Congressenactsthe lawsgoverning
interstate commerce, including telecommunications. The FCC isan agency created by the Congress and
delegated the respongbility to implement the telecommunications laws that Congress enacts.

Agan, | would like to congratulate you for your continued service to our country. Public serviceis a
worthy cause and it is people such as yoursaf who embody and demondirate the type of Ieadership that
ingpires young Americans to serve their country and renew their pride in public service. As Chairman of



the FCC, you will face many pressing issuesand difficult decisons, but | am confident that you will confront
these in the fair and baanced manner for which you have been justly praised.



