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Atlantais beginning this exciting new century with major rail transportation
initiatives. Under Governor Barnes' |eadership, establishment of the Georgia
Regiona Transportation Authority (GRTA) has created a new set of
partnerships that we expect will rebalance transportation programs and
priorities for our city and region. Thisrebalancing is aready evident in new
development initiatives and partnerships with private sector developers.
Together, we are responding to the growing market for urban choices. We
are responding to the need for mixed use, mixed income communities where
effective, convenient and affordable transit is a central component.

One of these communitiesis Atlantic Station, where over the next several
years aten million square foot complex will be built to help reduce both air
pollution and traffic congestion. In fact, the Environmental Protection
Agency has adopted this project under its Project XL designation as a
national model of "smart growth" features. Such features are aimed at
reducing Single Occupant Vehicle trips, providing effective transit
aternatives, and creating an environment that helps reduces both the number
and length of trips.

Another example is the sx-million-square-foot Lindbergh project presently
under construction, sponsored by MARTA. Approximately 50 acres of
MARTA land, much of which were parking lots, are being transformed into
amixed use development, this time anchored by office space for BellSouth.
The purpose is to consolidate space needed to accommodate nearly 13,000
employees. It will consist of three locations served directly by MARTA rall.
Two of these are in the City, and the third isimmediately adjacent.

A third community is Historic Westside Village. This development project
will become the mixed-use anchor for the Atlanta University Center and
nearby west side neighborhoods, again providing housing, office and retail
gpace. The project will total more than one-million-square-feet right on top
of aMARTA rail station. Other such initiatives for the Village are in the
planning stages as well.



Y et the most exciting of all our "transportation-smart” and "land use-smart"
development initiatives is the Multi-modal Passenger Terminal project. This
project has taken awhile to come together and is designed to provide a
comprehensive land devel opment and multimodal transportation program
centered in the core of downtown. We look for this project to create for our
city, region, and state, the surface transportation counterpart to Hartsfield
Atlanta International Airport. In aremarkable multi-layered transportation
nexus, we are looking to have Amtrak, MARTA and commuter rail, various
means of busing, and the Atlanta-Chattanooga Maglev together in one
central location. One mgor advantage will be seamless urban continuity
from downtown to nearby neighborhoods, to the Atlanta University Center
and Philips Arena, the Georgia World Congress Center and Centennial
Olympic Park.

This project combines several entities into a state level project called the
Project Management Team. The team is partnering with the City and the
downtown business community, through Central Atlanta Progress, to sort
through the project's daunting technical, financial and political challenges
and opportunities. All parties are participating enthusiastically to achieve the
best outcome.

We look for this project to go along way on both aregional and inter-city
scale. We expect it to provide the full range of travel and development
choices that distinguish a mature and well-managed metropolis. It will ease
rush-hour commutes. It will reduce air pollution and congestion. It will
provide seamless connections between local, regional and intercity travel
modes. It will concentrate employment and residentia areas. And it will
provide conventioneers, sports fans and entertainment seekers with awide
range of options for reaching their destinations pleasantly and conveniently.

What is impressive about this project is the convergence of multiple parties -
al vested in helping Atlanta discover even greater cutting-edge solutions.
Atlantais acity that has grown and succeeded by being on the forefront of
trangportation innovation. We have gone from rail to road, to air to rail
trangit, to superhighway, and now to multi-modal surface transportation. To
take full advantage of this opportunity, strong and effective partnerships are
needed to create and study policy, develop programs, devise funding
strategies and implement projects.



What we need is the assistance of federal, state, local and private entities -
including their financial assistance. We need to support our key rail partners
In managing rail operational needs in conjunction with commuter rail needs.
Thisisvital to our continued growth. We need to strengthen partnerships
that are essential to any diverse 21st century city. Overal, we must help
Atlanta once again distinguish itself as a cutting edge transportation-driven
city. Thistime, with arangeof rail innovations. As acore city that values
the diversity of its population and attractions, and is aways looking toward
the future, Atlantais destined to be not just a transportation model, but a
model city in every way.



