
NOAA National Hurricane Center
Hurricane Katrina Forecast Timeline

TUESDAY, AUGUST 23, 2005
1600 CDT: Katrina forms as a Tropical Depression 12, near Nassau in the Bahamas.
Tropical Depression 12 Advisory 1 issued: “A TROPICAL STORM OR HURRICANE
WATCH MAY BE REQUIRED FOR PORTIONS OF SOUTHERN FLORIDA LATER
TONIGHT.”

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 24, 2005
0400 CDT: The National Hurricane Center’s 5-day forecast puts the projected path of
Katrina in the southeast Gulf of Mexico (as the system is still a tropical depression in the
central Bahamas).
0700 CDT: Katrina is elevated to a Tropical Storm.
1000 CDT: Tropical Storm Katrina Advisory 4 is issued: “...A TROPICAL STORM
WARNING AND A HURRICANE WATCH HAVE BEEN ISSUED FOR THE
SOUTHEAST FLORIDA COAST...”

THURSDAY, AUGUST 25, 2005
1430 CDT: Katrina is elevated to a Category 1 Hurricane.
1730 CDT: Katrina makes landfall in Florida as a Category 1 Hurricane.

WEDNESDAY/THURSDAY, AUGUST 24/25: Hurricane Liaison Team conference
calls were conducted both days, and included Florida emergency managers, FEMA
Headquarters (FEMA HQ), and Region IV.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 26, 2005
0200 CDT: Katrina entered the Gulf of Mexico as a Tropical Storm.
0400 CDT: Katrina is elevated to a Category 1 Hurricane.
1000 CDT: Hurricane Katrina Advisory Number 12 is issued: “KATRINA IS A
CATEGORY ONE HURRICANE ON THE SAFFIR-SIMPSON SCALE.  SOME
STRENGTHENING IS FORECAST DURING THE NEXT 24 HOURS...AND
KATRINA COULD BECOME A CATEGORY TWO HURRICANE ON SATURDAY.”
1015 CDT: Hurricane Liaison Team Coordination Audio Conference with FL.
1030 CDT: Katrina is elevated to a Category 2 Hurricane.  Hurricane Katrina Advisory
Number 13 is issued: “...KATRINA RAPIDLY STRENGTHENING AS IT MOVES
SLOWLY WESTWARD AWAY FROM SOUTH FLORIDA AND THE FLORIDA
KEYS...KATRINA IS MOVING TOWARD THE WEST NEAR 7 MPH...AND THIS
MOTION IS EXPECTED TO CONTINUE FOR THE NEXT 24 HOURS...RECENT
REPORTS FROM AN AIR FORCE RESERVE UNIT HURRICANE HUNTER
AIRCRAFT NOW INDICATE MAXIMUM SUSTAINED WINDS ARE NEAR 100
MPH...WITH HIGHER GUSTS.  KATRINA IS NOW A CATEGORY TWO
HURRICANE ON THE SAFFIR-SIMPSON SCALE.  SOME STRENGTHENING IS
FORECAST DURING THE NEXT 24 HOURS...AND KATRINA COULD BECOME A
CATEGORY THREE OR MAJOR HURRICANE ON SATURDAY.”



1100 CDT: Hurricane Liaison Team Coordination Video Conference with FEMA HQ,
Region IV, FL, AL, and GA.
1600 CDT: Hurricane Katrina Discussion Number 14 is issued: “...THE MODELS
HAVE SHIFTED SIGNIFICANTLY WESTWARD AND ARE NOW IN BETTER
AGREEMENT.  THIS HAS RESULTED IN THE OFFICIAL FORECAST TRACK
BEING SHIFTED ABOUT 150 NMI WEST OF THE PREVIOUS
TRACK...HOWEVER...PROJECTED LANDFALL IS STILL ABOUT 72 HOURS
AWAY...SO FURTHER MODIFICATIONS IN THE FORECAST TRACK ARE
POSSIBLE.  KATRINA IS EXPECTED TO BE MOVING OVER THE GULF LOOP
CURRENT AFTER 36 HOURS...WHICH WHEN COMBINED WITH DECREASING
VERTICAL SHEAR...SHOULD ALLOW THE HURRICANE TO REACH
CATEGORY FOUR STATUS BEFORE LANDFALL OCCURS.”
1615 CDT: Hurricane Liaison Team Coordination Audio Conference with FL.
2200 CDT: Hurricane Katrina Discussion Number 15 is issued: “THE OFFICIAL
FORECAST BRINGS THE CORE OF THE INTENSE HURRICANE OVER THE
NORTH CENTRAL GULF OF MEXICO IN 48 HOURS OR SO.  IT IS WORTH
NOTING THAT THE GUIDANCE SPREAD HAS DECREASED AND MOST OF
THE RELIABLE NUMERICAL MODEL TRACKS ARE NOW CLUSTERED
BETWEEN THE EASTERN COAST OF LOUISIANA AND THE COAST OF
MISSISSIPPI.  THIS CLUSTERING INCREASES THE CONFIDENCE IN THE
FORECAST.”

SATURDAY, AUGUST 27, 2005
0400 CDT: Katrina is elevated to a Category 3 Hurricane.  Hurricane Katrina Advisory
Number 16 is issued: “KATRINA BECOMES A MAJOR HURRICANE WITH 115
MPH WINDS...SOME STRENGTHENING IS FORECAST DURING THE NEXT 24
HOURS...RECONNAISSANCE AIRCRAFT DATA AND SURFACE
OBSERVATIONS INDICATE THAT KATRINA HAS BECOME A LARGER
HURRICANE...”  Hurricane Katrina Discussion Number 16 is issued: “DUE TO THE
DECREASING SPREAD IN THE MODELS...THE CONFIDENCE IN THE
FORECAST TRACK IS INCREASING.”
1000 CDT: Hurricane Katrina Advisory Number 17 is issued: “A HURRICANE
WATCH IS IN EFFECT FOR THE SOUTHEASTERN COAST OF LOUISIANA EAST
OF MORGAN CITY TO THE MOUTH OF THE PEARL RIVER...INCLUDING
METROPOLITAN NEW ORLEANS AND LAKE PONCHARTRAIN...A
HURRICANE WATCH WILL LIKELY BE REQUIRED FOR OTHER PORTIONS OF
THE NORTHERN GULF LATER TODAY OR TONIGHT.  INTERESTS IN THIS
AREA SHOULD MONITOR THE PROGRESS OF KATRINA...SOME
STRENGTHENING IS FORECAST DURING THE NEXT 24 HOURS...AND
KATRINA COULD BECOME A CATEGORY FOUR HURRICANE...”  Hurricane
Katrina Discussion Number 17 is issued: “...IT IS NOT OUT OF THE QUESTION
THAT KATRINA COULD REACH CATEGORY 5 STATUS AT SOME POINT
BEFORE LANDFALL...”
1015 CDT: Hurricane Liaison Team Coordination Audio Conference with FL.
1100 CDT: Hurricane Liaison Team Coordination Video Conference with FEMA HQ,
Region IV and VI, FL, LA, MS, AL, and GA.



1600 CDT: Hurricane Katrina Advisory Number 18 is issued: “THE HURRICANE
WATCH IS EXTENDED WESTWARD TO INTRACOASTAL CITY LOUISIANA
AND EASTWARD TO THE FLORIDA-ALABAMA BORDER.  A HURRICANE
WATCH IS NOW IN EFFECT ALONG THE NORTHERN GULF COAST FROM
INTRACOASTAL CITY TO THE ALABAMA-FLORIDA BORDER.  A HURRICANE
WARNING WILL LIKELY BE REQUIRED FOR PORTIONS OF THE NORTHERN
GULF COAST LATER TONIGHT OR SUNDAY.  INTERESTS IN THIS AREA
SHOULD MONITOR THE PROGRESS OF KATRINA.”  Hurricane Katrina Discussion
Number 18 is issued: “THE INTENSITY FORECAST WILL CALL FOR
STRENGTHENING TO 125 KT AT LANDFALL...AND THERE REMAINS A
CHANCE THAT KATRINA COULD BECOME A CATEGORY FIVE HURRICANE
BEFORE LANDFALL.”
1615 CDT: Hurricane Liaison Team Coordination Audio Conference with FL.
1925 CDT: Louisiana Gubernatorial Briefing: Max Mayfield, Director of NOAA’s
Tropical Predication Center/National Hurricane Center provides a briefing to Kathleen
Babineau Blanco.
1935 CDT: Max Mayfield, Director of NOAA’s Tropical Predication Center/National
Hurricane Center provides a briefing to Bill Filter, Chief of Operations, Alabama
Emergency Management Agency.
1945 CDT: Mississippi Gubernatorial Briefing: Max Mayfield, Director of NOAA’s
Tropical Predication Center/National Hurricane Center provides a briefing to Haley
Barbour.
2000 CDT: New Orleans Mayoral Briefing: Max Mayfield, Director of NOAA’s
Tropical Predication Center/National Hurricane Center provides a briefing to Ray Nagin.
2200 CDT: Hurricane Katrina Advisory Number 19 is issued: “...DANGEROUS
HURRICANE KATRINA THREATENS THE NORTH CENTRAL GULF COAST...A
HURRICANE WARNING ISSUED...AT 10 PM CDT...0300Z...A HURRICANE
WARNING HAS BEEN ISSUED FOR THE NORTH CENTRAL GULF COAST
FROM MORGAN CITY LOUISIANA EASTWARD TO THE ALABAMA/FLORIDA
BORDER...INCLUDING THE CITY OF NEW ORLEANS AND LAKE
PONCHARTRAIN...COASTAL STORM SURGE FLOODING OF 15 TO 20 FEET
ABOVE NORMAL TIDE LEVELS...LOCALLY AS HIGH AS 25 FEET ALONG
WITH LARGE AND DANGEROUS BATTERING WAVES...CAN BE EXPECTED
NEAR AND TO THE EAST OF WHERE THE CENTER MAKES
LANDFALL...HEAVY RAINS FROM KATRINA SHOULD BEGIN TO AFFECT THE
CENTRAL GULF COAST SUNDAY EVENING.  RAINFALL TOTALS OF 5 TO 10
INCHES...WITH ISOLATED MAXIMUM AMOUNTS OF 15 INCHES...ARE
POSSIBLE ALONG THE PATH OF KATRINA.”  Hurricane Katrina Discussion
Number 19 is issued: “...DESPITE THESE CHANGES IN THE INNER CORE...THE
BOTTOM LINE IS THAT KATRINA IS EXPECTED TO BE AN INTENSE AND
DANGEROUS HURRICANE HEADING TOWARD THE NORTH CENTRAL GULF
COAST...AND THIS HAS TO BE TAKEN VERY SERIOUSLY.”
1500-2230 CDT: Media pool operated; TPC/NHC provided 12 television and 2 radio
interviews.  In addition, TPC/NHC participated in 51 telephone briefings or media
contacts on August 27th.



SUNDAY, AUGUST 28, 2005
0040 CDT: Katrina is elevated to a Category 4 Hurricane.
0100 CDT: Hurricane Katrina Advisory Number 20 is issued: “...KATRINA
STRENGTHENS TO CATEGORY FOUR WITH 145 MPH WINDS...”
0400 CDT: Hurricane Katrina Discussion Number 21 is issued: “THE SPREAD IN THE
MODEL TRACKS ALONG THE NORTHERN GULF COAST IS AT MOST 90
MILES...SO CONFIDENCE IN THE OFFICIAL FORECAST IS RELATIVELY
HIGH.”
0615 CDT: Katrina is elevated to a Category 5 Hurricane.
0700 CDT: Hurricane Katrina Advisory Number 22 is issued: “...KATRINA...NOW A
POTENTIALLY CATASTROPHIC CATEGORY FIVE HURRICANE...HEADED FOR
THE NORTHERN GULF COAST...MAXIMUM SUSTAINED WINDS ARE NEAR
160 MPH...WITH HIGHER GUSTS.  KATRINA IS A POTENTIALLY
CATASTROPHIC CATEGORY FIVE HURRICANE ON THE SAFFIR-SIMPSON
SCALE.  SOME FLUCTUATIONS IN STRENGTH ARE LIKELY IN THE NEXT 24
HOURS.”
1000 CDT: Hurricane Katrina Advisory Number 23 is issued: “...POTENTIALLY
CATASTRPHIC HURRICANE KATRINA...EVEN STRONGER...HEADED FOR THE
NORTHERN GULF COAST...REPORTS FROM AN AIR FORCE HURRICANE
HUNTER AIRCRAFT INDICATE THAT THE MAXIMUM SUSTAINED WINDS
HAVE INCREASED TO NEAR 175 MPH...WITH HIGHER WIND
GUSTS...HURRICANE FORCE WINDS EXTEND OUTWARD UP TO 105 MILES
FROM THE CENTER AND TROPICAL STORM FORCE WINDS EXTEND
OUTWARDS UP TO 205 MILES...COASTAL STORM SURGE FLOODING OF 18
TO 22 FEET ABOVE NORMAL TIDE LEVELS...LOCALLY AS HIGH AS 28 FEET
ALONG WITH LARGE AND DANGEROUS BATTERING WAVES...CAN BE
EXPECTED NEAR AND TO THE EAST OF WHERE THE CENTER MAKES
LANDFALL.”
1015 CDT: Hurricane Liaison Team Coordination Audio Conference with FL.
1100 CDT: Hurricane Liaison Team Coordination Video Conference with FEMA HQ,
Region IV and VI, FL, LA, MS, AL, GA, TX.
1300 CDT: Hurricane Katrina Advisory Number 23A is issued: “COASTAL STORM
SURGE FLOODING OF 18 TO 22 FEET ABOVE NORMAL TIDE
LEVELS...LOCALLY AS HIGH AS 28 FEET ALONG WITH LARGE AND
DANGEROUS BATTERING WAVES...CAN BE EXPECTED NEAR AND TO THE
EAST OF WHERE THE CENTER MAKES LANDFALL.  SIGNIFICANT STORM
SURGE FLOODING WILL OCCUR ELSEWHERE ALONG THE CENTRAL AND
NORTHEASTERN GULF OF MEXICO COAST.”
1600 CDT:  Hurricane Katrina Advisory Number 24 is issued: “KATRINA IS MOVING
TOWARD THE NORTHWEST NEAR 13 MPH...AND A GRADUAL TURN TO THE
NORTH IS EXPECTED OVER THE NEXT 24 HOURS.  ON THIS TRACK THE
CENTER OF THE HURRICANE WILL BE NEAR THE NORTHERN GULF COAST
EARLY MONDAY.  HOWEVER...CONDITIONS ARE ALREADY BEGINNING TO
DETERIORATE ALONG PORTIONS OF THE CENTRAL AND NORTHEASTERN
GULF COASTS...AND WILL CONTINUE TO WORSEN THROUGH THE
NIGHT...KATRINA IS A POTENTIALLY CATASTROPHIC CATEGORY FIVE



HURRICANE ON THE SAFFIR-SIMPSON SCALE.  SOME FLUCTUATIONS IN
STRENGTH ARE LIKELY UNTIL LANDFALL.  KATRINA IS EXPECTED TO
MAKE LANDFALL AT CATEGORY FOUR OR FIVE INTENSITY.  WINDS
AFFECTING THE UPPER FLOORS OF HIGH-RISE BUILDINGS WILL BE
SIGNIFICANTLY STRONGER THAN THOSE NEAR GROUND...SOME LEVEES IN
THE GREATER NEW ORLEANS AREA COULD BE OVERTOPPED.”
1615 CDT: Hurricane Liaison Team Coordination Audio Conference with FL.
2200 CDT: Hurricane Katrina Advisory Number 25 is issued: “A HURRICANE
WARNING IS IN EFFECT FOR THE NORTH CENTRAL GULF COAST FROM
MORGAN CITY LOUISIANA EASTWARD TO THE ALABAMA/FLORIDA
BORDER...INCLUDING THE CITY OF NEW ORLEANS AND LAKE
PONCHARTRAIN.  PREPARATIONS TO PROTECT LIFE AND PROPERTY
SHOULD BE RUSHED TO COMPLETION.”

MONDAY, AUGUST 29, 2005
0200 CDT: Hurricane Katrina is downgraded to a Category 4.
0400 CDT: Hurricane Katrina Advisory Number 26 is issued: “EXTREMELY
DANGEROUS CATEGORY FOUR HURRICANE KATRINA MOVING
NORTHWARD TOWARD SOUTHEASTERN LOUISIANA AND THE NORTHERN
GULF COAST...SOME FLUCTUATIONS IN STRENGTH ARE LIKELY PRIOR TO
LANDFALL...BUT KATRINA IS EXPECTED TO MAKE LANDFALL AS A
CATEGORY FOUR HURRICANE.”
0600 CDT: Hurricane Katrina Advisory Number 26A is issued: “KATRINA REMAINS
A VERY LARGE HURRICANE.  HURRICANE FORCE WINDS EXTEND
OUTWARD UP TO 120 MILES FROM THE CENTER...AND TROPICAL STORM
FORCE WINDS EXTEND OUTWARD UP TO 230 MILES.”
0610 CDT: Hurricane Katrina makes landfall in southeastern Louisiana as a Category 4
hurricane.
0800 CDT: Hurricane Katrina Advisory Number 26B is issued: “...THE CENTER OF
HURRICANE KATRINA WAS LOCATED...ABOUT 40 MILES SOUTHEAST OF
NEW ORLEANS LOUISIANA AND ABOUT 65 MILES SOUTHWEST OF BILOXI
MISSISSIPPI...MAXIMUM SUSTAINED WINDS ARE NEAR 135 MPH...WITH
HIGHER GUSTS.  KATRINA IS AN EXTREMELY DANGEROUS CATEGORY
FOUR HURRICANE ON THE SAFFIR-SIMPSON SCALE.  WEAKENING IS
FORECAST AS THE CIRCULATION INTERACTS WITH LAND
TODAY...COASTAL STORM SURGE FLOODING OF 18 TO 22 FEET ABOVE
NORMAL TIDE LEVELS...ALONG WITH LARGE AND DANGEROUS
BATTERING WAVES...CAN BE EXPECTED NEAR AND TO THE EAST OF THE
CENTER.  STORM SURGE FLOODING OF 10 TO 15 FEET...NEAR THE TOPS OF
LEVEES...IS POSSIBLE IN THE GREATER NEW ORLEANS AREA.  SIGNIFICANT
STORM SURGE FLOODING WILL OCCUR ELSEWHERE ALONG THE CENTRAL
AND NORTHEASTERN GULF OF MEXICO COAST.”
1000 CDT: Hurricane Katrina makes a second landfall at the LA/MS border as a
Category 3 hurricane.
1015 CDT: Hurricane Liaison Team Coordination Audio Conference with FL.



1100 CDT: Hurricane Liaison Team Coordination Video Conference with FEMA HQ,
Region IV and VI, LA, MS, AL, FL, TX.
1615 CDT: Hurricane Liaison Team Coordination Audio Conference with FL.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 30, 2005
1000 CDT: Katrina is downgraded to a tropical depression with winds of 35 mph, 25
miles south of Clarksville, TN.  The final TPC/NHC advisory is issued at this time; the
Hydrometeorological Prediction Center assumes inland public advisories.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 31, 2005
2200 CDT: Hurricane Katrina has dissipated; remnants absorbed by a front in southeast
Canada.

NOTES:
• Timeline highlights the major aspects of NOAA’s Tropical Prediction

Center/National Hurricane Center (TPC/NHC).  All advisories (graphic and text) are
available on the Katrina archive page:
http://www/nhc.noaa.gov/archive/2005/KATRINA/shtml?

• Storm surge is a consistent concern and associated threat with any land-falling
hurricane, especially a major hurricane.

• Hurricane Liaison Team Coordination calls included the state emergency
management officials for the states listed; calls with the State of Florida included both
local and state emergency management officials.

• For Katrina (including for Florida) NOAA’s Tropical Predication Center/National
Hurricane Center provided a total of 471 television and radio interviews, through
their media pool or via telephone.


