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Burns Releases Statement on
Senator Steven’s Communications,
Consumer’s Choice, and Broadband
Deployment Act

Bill contains many “principles” Burns outlined in
February

May 2, 2006

WASHINGTON D.C. -

Washington, D.C. — U.S. Senator Conrad Burns (R-Mont.) today released a
statement on Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Chairman Ted
Stevens (R-AK), praising the Chairman for his recently introduced “Communications,
Consumer’s Choice, and Broadband Deployment Act of 2006.”

Senator Bumns said, “Chairman Stevens deserves a lot of credit for introducing
such a thoughtful and far reaching telecommunications bill. I'm very pleased that most
of the principles I set forth earlier this year are addressed and adhered to in this piece of
legislation in regards to video franchising. And I’'m also grateful to see that Senator
Stevens incorporated my NetUSA bill, which will aid people living in rural areas of the
country, like Montana, by kecping their phone bills low while expediting the spread of
new technologies to those rural communities. [look forward to the hearings we will
have on this bill, and working with the rest of the Committee to craft the best
telecommunications bill possible.”

Senator Burns is a Member of the Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation

Committee and a three-term U.S. Senator.
HEHH



Press Release of Senator Ensign
PORTION OF TELECOM REFORM BILL MODELED AFTER ENSIGN LEGISLATION
Monday, May 1, 2006

Washington, D.C, - Part of the telecom reform tegislation introduced today by Commerce
Committee Chairman Senator Ted Stevens (R-AK) is modeled after a bill authored by Senator John
Ensign, Chairman of the Senate Republican High Tech Task Force. The bill is designed to update
America’s telecommunications laws to promote competition and provide savings for American
consumers,

“One of the centerpieces of this legislation is video franchising reform. The bill is based largely on
legistation introduced by Senator Ensign,” Senator Stevens said on the Senate floor this afternoon
as he introduced the Communications, Choice, and 3roadband Deployment Act of 2006.

The Ensign bill Senator Stevens referenced was 5.1504, the Broadband Investment and Consumer
Choice Act, which streamilines the video franchise process.

"I'm very proud to have played a role in the development of this bill, which will benefit consumers
for generations to come by providing market-based reforms that will improve choices and lower
prices in the field of technology,” Ensign said. “Senator Stevens’ leadership has been the driving
force behind the crucial modernization of our telecom laws.”

America’s telecom laws have not been updated since 1996.



Press Releases

For Immediate Release
May 2, 2006, Washington, D.C.

Contact: Wendy Mann, CAE, Coalition to Keep America Connected, 703-351-2148
info@keepamericaconnected.orq

Coalition to Keep America Connected Applauds Sen. Stevens on
the
Introduction of the "Communications, Consumer's Choice, and
Broadband Deployment Act of 2006" Bill

Coalition Recognizes and Commends Stevens for the
Pro-Consumer Focus in Proposed Legislation

Washington, D.C., May 2, 2006 - The Coalition to Keep America Connected today
applauded Sen. Ted Stevens (R-Alaska) for launching the "Communications,
Consumer's Choice, and Broadband Deployment Act of 2006," which includes many
pro-consumer provisions and takes positive steps to modernize and bring
accountability to the Universal Service Fund (USF).

"The USF is critical to ensuring that all consumers have access to affordable
telecommunications services and the iatest technologies-no matter where they live,"
Coalition Representative and National Telecommunications Cooperative Association
Vice President Shirley Bloomfield said. "Sen. Stevens' leadership on these issues
shows his commitment to craft a solution that modernizes the current Universal
Service Fund and his vision to bring broadband to consumers everywhere.
Supporting universal service and broadband deployment will provide consumers
access to exciting new products and services, which will enable all to thrive in the
global community,

“The Coalition to Keep America Connected looks forward to working closely with Sen.
Stevens, the Commerce Committee and the entire Congress to get the best possible
outcome for consumers everywhere."

###



AT&T Praises Sens. Stevens and Inouye For Leadership in Bringing Choice to
Consumers

Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Stevens and Ranking Member Inouye introduced
a comprehensive telecom bill that includes video franchising reform.

The following statement may be atiributed 1o Tim McKone, AT&T Executive Vice
President-Federal Relations:

"Today Chairman Stevens and Sen. Inouye have taken a bold step introducing legislation
that will bring video choice for consumers and investment in the future’s broadband
infrastructure. We applaud the lawmakers for their leadership in reforming an outdated
system that prevents consumers from realizing the benefits of competition for video
services. We look forward to working with the Senate Commerce Committee and the
entire Senate in the coming months as we move forward."

HEE

Contact:
Teri Rucker 202-326-8853
Claudia Jones 202-326-8867



Verizon:

Senator Ted Stevens (R-AK) and Senator Daniel Inouye (D-HI) today introduced
legislation that updates the nation's telecommunications laws and addresses the
need for video franchise reform. The following statement is attributed to Peter B.
Davidson, Verizon Senior Vice President-Federal Govemment Relations:

"We commend Chairman Stevens and Co-Chairman Inouye for introducing the
‘Communications, Consumer's Choice, and Broadband Deployment Act of 2006
that will bring competition and choice to the video market in order to bring better
services and lower prices to consumers. This bill also recognizes the importance
of allowing the Internet to grow and innovate without government intervention.
While we are still reviewing all aspects of the bill, we look forward to working
with the Committee as the legislative process moves forward."



NTCA APPLAUDS SEN. STEVENS FOR DRAFT TELECOM LEGISLATION

Sen. Ted Stevens (R-Alaska), chairman of the Senate Commerce, Science and
Transportation Committee, released comprehensive draft telecommunications legislation
on May 1 entitled the Communications Consumer's Choice and Broadband Deployment
Act of 2006.

The draft bill contains many provisions that NTCA strongly supports. It expands the base
of contributors to the Universal Service Fund (USF), allows USF to be used for
deployment of broadband, exempts USF from the Anti-Deficiency Act, prohibits the FCC
from limiting support to a single connection or line per household, leaves the high-cost
fund uncapped, addresses phantom traffic by requiring carriers to identify their traffic and
tightens the requirements for obtaining eligible telecommunications carrier (ETC) status,
which a carrier must attain be-fore receiving USF support. The legislation also contains
language that opens additional spectrum to unlicensed usage, and, similar to other
pending legislation, prohibits video content producers from discriminating against video
service providers utilizing a shared headend [Washington Report, April 24 and May 1,

2006].

The association commended Stevens for his willingness to address many of the
challenging issues on the telecom landscape, especially universal service. NTCA looks
forward to continuing its work with Stevens and the entire committee to ensure that our
nation's community-based communications providers are able to provide comparable,
affordable communications service to their consumers in rural America.

-- Brian Q'Hara, 703-351-2012
-- bohara@ntca.org



For Immediate Release

NTCA Press Statement

Arlington, Va,, May 2, 2006 - The National Telecommunications Cooperative
Association (NTCA) Chief Executive Officer Michael E. Brunner released the
following statement praising the leadership of Senate Commerce Committee
Chairman Ted Stevens (R-Alaska) on the release of his draft comprehensive
telecommunications legislation entitled, the “Communications Consumer’s Choice
and Broadband Deployment Act of 2006.”

“We commend Senator Stevens for his willingness to address many of the challenging
issues on the telecom landscape—including his emphasis on ensuring a stable universal
service fund.

“NTCA recognizes and appreciates Chairman Stevens’ efforts to be inclusive in this
process by incorporating many of the legislative proposals suggested by other members
of his committee.

“We look forward to continuing our work with the Chairman and the entire Senate
Commerce Committee to ensure that our nation’s community-based communications
providers are able to continue to provide comparable, affordable communications service

to their consumers in rural America.”
#iH

The National Telecommunications Cooperative Association is the premier association
representing more than 560 locally owned and controlled telecommunications
cooperatives and commercial companies throughout rural and small-town America.
NTCA provides its members with legislative, regulatory and industry representation;
meetings: publications and educational programs; and an array of employee benefit
programs. Visit us at www.nica.org.

Contact: Caitlin Colligan, 703-351-2086, ccolligan@ntca.org
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BROADCASTERS, 1771 N STREET, NW, WASHINGTON, DC 20036-2%1
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT

Dennis Wharton
202-429-5350

May 2, 2006
STATEMENT FROM NAB PRESIDENT & CEO DAVID K.
REHR
ON INCLUSION OF 'BROADCAST FLAG' LANGUAGE
IN SENATE COMMERCE COMMITTEE TELECOM
LEGISLATION

"NAB joins the broadcast networks in saluting the Senate Commerce Committee's
'broadcast flag' protections in proposed telecommunications legislation. Protecting
over-the-air programming in the digital era is central to maintaining consumer
access to high-quality free television. We look forward to working with the
Committee on this and other issues as the legislative process advances."

-30-

You are receiving this e-mail because our records indicate that you have expressed an interest in NAB and/or
have participated in previous NAB events and you provided us with your email address, We value our reputation
and want to ensure that you receive only the information of interest to you.

Forward this message to Ashley Brenner at abrenner@nab.org with UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line if you no
longer wish to receive NAB press releases. Click here to stop receiving all future NAB e-mails.

Official NAB Privacy Policy
® 2006 National Association of Broadcasters 1771 N Street, NW, Washington DC 20036
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Broadcasters Applaud Senate Inclusion of TV Broadcast Flag
Assuring High Value Content to Viewers

Contact: Angelle Smith 202-222-4735

We applaud the Committee for including a TV Broadcast Flag provision to assure that
high value content remains availuable to over-the-air viewers. We welcome the
opportunity to work with the Committee 10 ensure that the exceptions do not undermine
that goal.

fH#



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

May 2, 2006

MPAA Chief Dan Glickman Applauds Inclusion of Broadcast
Flag Provision in Stevens Telecom Bill; Pledges to work with
Chairman and Committee to Protect Free-Over-the-Air High
Value Content

‘I want to thank Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Ted Stevens for
including a TV broadcast flag provision in the telecom reform bill that he plans to
mark up in the coming months. While the provision is not perfect, it is a good
start to an important debate. The future of free broadcast television is at stake.
Why does that concern the Motion Picture Association of America? Because our
member companies make the movies and many of the television shows that
people like to see on free television.

“Without adequate protection provided by a vigorous broadcast flag in the
digital era, high value programming may migrate exclusively to pay systems that
do have adequate protection, such as cable and satellite. A TV broadcast flag
protects the public’s ability to see good quality programming on free over-the-air
broadcasts as we make the digital transition mandated by Congress.

“Senator Stevens clearly recognized the importance of a broadcast flag
by including it in his telecom reform legislation. | am concerned, however, that
certain exceptions put in place in the draft bill may serve to undermine the
underlying effort. We look forward to working with him to make certain that the
language in the final bill accomplishes the overarching goal he seeks to achieve:
protecting high value content on free-over-the-air broadcasts.”

REH

For more information, contact:
MPAA Washington, D.C.
Gayle Osterberg

(202) 293-1966



Iridium Lauds Introduction of Senate Bill as 1st Responders Prepare for June 1
Hurricane Season Launch

PRNewswire
BETHESDA, Md.May 4

BETHESDA, Md., May 4 /PRNewswire/ -- Iridium Satellite announces its first responder
customer base is today better situated to access Congressional funding for pre-positioning
emergency equipment. Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Ted Stevens (R-AK) and
Senator Daniel Inouye (D-HI) have introduced Senate Bill S. 2686 -- the
"Communications, Consumer's Choice and Broadband Deployment Act of 2006." In
particular, the "Strategic Technology Reserves Initiative" section of S. 2686 calls for the
pre-positioning or securing of "communications equipment in advance for immediate
deployment in an emergency or major disaster." Timing is optimal for this legislation
since the U.S. hurricane season kicks off June 1.

Multiple third party reports have surfaced in the communications industry confirming
that many states that could be affected by hurricanes this season are still far from being
prepared from a communications perspective. First responder organizations have been
working diligently to pre-position mobile satellite communications equipment so they are
prepared for this year's hurricane season. However, they lack the financial resources to
put their communications programs in place before June 1.

"Approving S. 2686 will deliver a strong message that comprehensive
telecommunications reform is the only way to put the necessary tools in the hands of our
first responders and to protect our citizens," said Greg Ewert, executive vice president,
Iridium Satellite. "We commend Chairman Stevens and Co-Chairman Inouye on their
leadership on this issue.”

Iridium supports keeping the crucial satellite communications language in S. 2686 intact.
The company also urges House Commerce Chairman Joe Barton (R- TX) to include such
provisions in an expected conference committee that will merge respective pieces of
telecom legislation.

Iridium Satellite offers a backup emergency satellite communications package that first
responder organizations can easily use in the event of an emergency. The Iridium
package includes both voice and data communications products and services. Going into
the 2006 hurricane season, many first responders are even looking beyond traditional
voice services via satellite phones, and are concentrating on asset tracking and redirection
of equipment, supplies. vehicles and personnel when disaster strikes. Iridium also is
interoperable with all other emergency communications systems, including UHF and
VHF radios, as well as others.



"First responders using Iridium tell us time and again that we're often the only line of
communications they have, particularly during and right afier disasters strike," Ewert
said. "When communications infrastructure goes down, they need to get to the disaster
scene and connect back to headquarters to coordinate their rescue and relief mission. In
that scenario, it's prudent for first responders to already have equipment, to be familiar
with it, to be trained on it, and to make sure it is charged and ready for use. This
legislation supports their efforts to do so."

Due to the nature of the Iridium service, it often is a first responder tool of choice. The
Iridium service is global, mobile, easy to set up, independent of land-based infrastructure,
usable in and out of doors, and interoperable with all other first responder
communications tools. It usually takes several days for first responders to set up more
permanent, fixed communications services in a disaster scene. First responders use
Iridium to keep in touch and coordinate rescue missions as they unfold.

"Iridium applauds the nation's leaders who recognize our first responder pool must be
prepared for the next set of disasters, be they hurricanes, earthquakes, tornadoes or man-
made disasters," Ewert said. "Pre-positioning and securing equipment is a sensible course
of action. Now that the funding may be more easily accessible, our first responders can

be more prepared, in communication with each other, and more in control of critical relief
efforts."

About Iridium Satellite

Iridium Satellite LLC (http://www.iridium.com/) is the only provider of truly global
satellite voice and data solutions with complete coverage of the earth (including oceans,
airways and Polar Regions). Iridium delivers essential communications services to and
from remote areas where no other form of communication is available. The Iridium
constellation consists of 66 low- earth orbiting (LEO), cross-linked satellites and has
multiple in-orbit spares. The constellation operates as a fully meshed network and is the
largest commercial satellite constellation in the world. The Iridium service is ideally
suited for industries such as maritime, aviation, government/military,
emergency/humanitarian services, mining, forestry, oil and gas, heavy equipment,
transportation and utilities. Iridium provides service to the U.S. DoD. The company also
designs, builds and sells its services, products and solutions through a worldwide network
of more than 100 partners.

Iridium Satellite LLC



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: ALLISON
REMSEN

Monday, May 1, 2006 202-326-7370

USTELECOM STATEMENT ON

SENATE TELECOM LEGISLATION

Background: Today. Senator Ted Stevens (R-AK) and Senator Daniel Inouye (D-HI) introduced
legislation to modernize the nation’s telecom laws and address the future of universal service.

The following statement is from Walter B. McCormick Jr., President & CEO of USTelecom:

“Senators Stevens and Inouye have crafted legislation that will bring real video choice, put
consumers in charge of the dynamic communications market and address the future of the
nation’s universal service system. The bill’s introduction today is a significant step toward
meaningful reform and we look forward to working with both the Senate and House to enact
legislation this year.”



For Release - May 2, 2006
For mors informalion contact:

Drew Petersen Michael Ogden
Directar-Legislative and Public Retations Sr. Administrator-Public Retations
gndrew. petersen@igstelecom.com michael.onden@tdstelecom.com
608-664-4155 608-664-3428

Making Strides Toward Telecom Reform
New legisiation could advante communications and braadband services [0 rural America.

Madison, Wis. - On Monday, May 1st, Senate Commerce Commutiee Chaimnan Ted Sievens (R-
AK) introduced telecommunicabons reform legiSation critical Lo the future gromth and
deveiopment of our nation.

The foilowmng statement can be slttriduted 10 David A, Wittwer, Chief Operating Officer lor TDS
Telecommunications Corporation:

“TDS Telecom welcomes the introduction by Chiman Stevens of the Communications
Consumer's Chaice and Broadband Deployment Act of 2006, Furthar, we appreciate his
willingness to ba inclusive by incorporating many legislative suggestions from his colleagues

“Chaiman Stevens, with (s legistation, recogmm the critical role rural telecommunications
providers play in bringing advanced comMuNicatons sefvices, including video entertainment
sarvices, Lo our chasen markets.

‘By plading an emphasis o reforming and slabiiang the lederal universal senvice fund, taking
strides o increase broadband penetration rates, and rooting ow unidentifiable orimproperty
labeled telecommunications traffic, rot 1o mention establishing a lederal video franchise
(ramewark, Chairman Stevens has set the mark for telecom reform In the U.S, Cangress.

“While TDS Telecom continues 10 study the detads and nuances contained in the legistation, we
apgreciste Chaimman Stevens' dedication to ths process, recognize the hard work his staff has
put forward, and are encouraged for Congressional hearings to 1ake place a5 soon a5 possible.”

TDS Telecom. o growig necons) compeny hesdguariersd in lsdean, Wi, bongs bgh-quuity, locully buscd
toCommUACelions servikes 10 hundrxts of rured and sulnarbe comenunises scroes the Undod Stdics. The
~bng wth &3 subsktiary TDS buirocom, provides sarvice fur morc 1A 1.2 mllion access ine equivalants, Visk
W KLY MO, QO Y mare hifodtan,

TDS Taincom & pat of Ui Telnphane and Data Systema, inc. (AMEX: TDS] famdy of comganics. TOS is o diversdied
InlacammuaELions corporation lounded i 1969. Throuph £13irilegic busineas unts. U.S Codulir {AMEX: USM) arxt
TDS Telacan, TDS operatss primuty by proviiing wirskess 2°d iocs! talecomonunicebons screce. The
«urtntly employs approx imalaly 11,600 peapie sad sorvee approximataly 5 4 milon euslomary i 36 Mslss,

3L
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Tne Honorable Senator Ted Stovens
Unileg Stales Senate

522 Han Senate Offico Building
‘Nashington, DC 1

7d

Woe vould ﬁe to offer our personal thanks for Wung time out of your gemand:ng scheoude to
introduce the Communicabons Consumer’s Choice and Broaagaara Deployment Act of 2006,
Your exhaustivo resoarch efforts have crafted 3 lelecommurications reform bil!l that viill
ensure the fulure growth and development of our naton

Senator Sleyén ;

In short, the legisiation’s emphasis on refomung and staodizing the leceral uruversal servce
fund, increasing broadband penstration, znd establishing a8 wdeo franchise network will be of
semendous benelil to our local cusicmers wha desena high-quality lelecommunicalions
sarvicas al alordablo rates - no maiter where they happen o hve

On benal of 1DS Telecomn's 111 local exchange telephone comparues located througnsu!
the Unitad Stales, we appreciale your hard w:rk and thal of your swaff toward shepherding
this iegisiation through the Ciscusson process K mrodaclion. Your advocacy eftonts inean a
remendous amounl to the success and Yrowih 91 Our company and there!ore we ook
tonvard ‘o Congressiona!l bearings on this impdttari pubic pol cy mialler as S00n as Poss e

A3 ahvays, snould you have any Guestons relaled 10 mid-size 1CIeCOMMUNICILIONS issues
gencrally, or TDS Telecom mora specifiz3liy, please do nol hesilale 10 ¢ontac! either one of
us direciy.

With rega \
\ .‘“g ~‘—-‘ - pM
Davig Wittw2 rew S. Pelersen

Chicf Cperating Officer Director-Governman: and Nutlc Relabons
508.5+4.40C0 508.654.4155
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\ NolandPiihls pemveman EREweace

The Honorable ‘Ted Stevens, Chairman

Committee on Commerce, Science, and ‘'ransportation
U.S. Senate

Washiogton, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Daniel 1nouye, Co-Chairman
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
U.S, Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Stevens and Co-Chairman Inouye:

We write as representatives of the high tech manufactunng industry to thank you for not
mandating ‘“‘network neutrality” regulation in 5.2686, the telecom reform legisladon you introduced
yesterday. We believe our industry overwhelmingly would oppose a bill that mandated network
neutrality regulaton since such regulation would harm high tech manufacturers by reducing the
incentdve and ability of network owners - including incumbent cable TV operators, telephone
companies, and cellular providers - to invest in local broadband networks. Network neutrality
reguladon would reduce the /neniive to invest since such reguladon, by definitdon, would make it
unlawful for a broadband network owner to recover any part of the cost of certain investments (like
some designed to provide increased security or higher transmission speeds) from the Internet
content providers that benefit from them, thereby forcing the nerwork owner to increase the poce
it charges consumers for broadband offerings like Intemert access service if it hopes fully to recover
thosc costs.  Manufacturers fear that artificially limiting the way in which network owners may
law fully recover broadband investments will cause them not ro make these huge new investments
since millions of consumers may not be willing to pay a dramadcally highcer price for Internct access
service.



Nenwork ncutrality regulation not only would reduce the inceative of network owners to
invest in local broadband network infrastructure duc to the sk that they would be unable to recover
their investment, Wall Street appears to have concluded that this type of regulaton also would make
it more difficult for nenwork owners to obtain investment capital. In fact, Craig Moffetr, vice
president and senior relecom analyst for Sanford Bernstein and Company, stated in testimony a few
weeks ago before your Committee that nerwork neutrality reguladon “would sour Wall Street’s taste
for breadband infrastructure investm(.nts making it increasingly difficult [for network owners] to
sustain the necessary capital investments” to deploy new broadband network infrastrucrure and
creating “a much slmrpcr ‘digital divide™ A new govemnment r.cgulatory scheme that soured Wall
Street’s taste for broadband infrastructure investments could plunge into recession vast segments of
the high tech manufacturing industry — ranging from companies that make fiber cable and opdeal
clectronics to companies that make semiconductors, nerwork testng and monitodng equipment, DC
power equipment, customer premises equipment, software, and myriad other products —and would
place at dsk tens of thousands of U.S. manufacturing jobs.

Nctwork neutrality regulation is an important issue for the high tech manufactudng indusary.
We will resist effoits to amend your bill in order to impose network neutrality regulation as it moves
forward in the legislative process this Spring.

Sincerely,

Thomas F. Beddow, Vice Pres. Public Affairs Brad E. Herr, President

3M Company AC Dara Systems, Inc.

1425 K Street, NW Ste 300 806 West Clearwater Loop, Ste C
Washington, DC 20005 Post Falls, [D 83854

Brian Paul, Chief Financial Officer Jack Field, VP Global Connectiity Solutions
Actiontec |llectronics, Inc. ADC Telecommunications

760 North Mary Avenuc 1187 Park Place

Sunnyvale, CA 94085 Shakopee, MN 55379

Manfred l.aidig, President Michael C. Stephens, President and CEO
B'I'ECH Inc. CBM of Amecrdca, Inc.

10 Astmo Place 1455 W. Newport Center Drive

Rockaway, NJ 07866 Deerficld Beach, FL 33442



Robert J. Novak, St. VP and COO
Charles Industrdes, I.td.

5600 Apollo Drive

Rolling Meadows, 1L 60008

Keith Weiner, CEO
DiamondWare, Ltd,

4856 L. Baseline Road, Ste 101
Mesa, AZ 85206

William N, Pfundt, President
General Machine Products Co., Inc.
3111 OM Lincoln Highway
T'revose, PA 19053-4990

Daryl Ingalsbe, President
Independent Technologies Inc.
1142 Miracle Flills Drive
Omaha, NE 68154

Noam Lotan, CI2O

MRV Communications, Inc.
20415 Nordhoff Streer
Chatsworth, CA 91311

Bran N. Dil.ascia, Vice Pres, and Gen. Mgr.
Prysmian Communications Cables and Systems
USA, LLC

700 Industrial Drive

Lexington, SC 29072

Paul A. Marshall, Cl:O
Sunrise Telecom, Inc.
302 Enzo Drive

San Jose, CA 95138

Mary Vermeer Andringa, President and CEO
Vemeer Manufacturing Company

1210 Vermeer Road East

Pella, 1A 50219

-3-

Brad Radichel, President
Condux Internatonal, Inc.
145 Kingswood Road
Mankato, MIN 56002-0247

Robert ). Robbins, President
Electrodata, Inc.

23020 Miles Road

Bedford Heights, OH 44128

Peter P. Savage, President and CEO
Hammerhead Systems Inc.

640 Clyde Court

Mountain View, CA 94043

Dr. Benson Shen. CEO
Lightel Technologies, Inc.
1034 Central Aveauce South
Kent, WA 98032

liric A. Notland, President
Notland Products Inc.
2540 Route 130, Ste. 100
Cranbury, NJ 08512

John L. Vette, CEO

SNC Manufacturing Co. Inc.
101 West Waukau Avenue
Oshkosh, W1 54902-7299

Samuel D. Davis, President
Telesync, Inc.

5555 Oakbrook Pkwy, Ste 100
Notcross, GA 30093

Peter R. Mclntyre, Exec. VP Mkig and Sales
Xccom, Inc

374 Turquoise Street

Milpitas, CA 95035



MILITARY COALITTION

201 North Washington Strect
Alezandrie, Virgisia 22314
{703) 838.8143

April 10, 2006

The Honorable Ted Stevens
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senalor Stevens:

The Military Coalition (TMC), a consortium of uniformed services and veterans
associations representing more than 5.5 million current and former servicemembers and
their families and survivors, is writing to express our strong support of your bill, "Call
Home Act of 2006," that directs the Federal Communications Commission to seek ways
to reduce telephone rates for Armed Forces personnel deployed overseas.

Everyday, military members deployed or assigned unaccompanicd overseas are faced
with the burdens of being separated from families and loved ones. Your bill recognizes
the burden these members and families encounter and takes an important step forward to
reduce the costs of high phone rates.

The Military Coalition thanks you for introducing this legislation and recornmends that
the bill be expanded to include all members of the uniformed services. We also
appreciate your leadership on issues affecting all servicemembers and their families and
pledge our strong support in seeking enactment of this important legislation.

Sincerely,

The Military Coalition
(signatures enclosed)
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ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES ARMY

2425 Wilson Boukevard, Arlington, Virginia 22201-3385 ¢ (703) 841.4300

tiencrul Gurdon R, Nullivan
United Stutes Army (Ret)

Presidznt é Apn'l 2006

The Honorable Ted Stevens
United States Senate

522 Hart Office Bullding
washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Stevens;

On behalt of over 100,000 members of the Assoclation of the United States
Ammy {AUSA), | write to express our strong support of your bill, “Call Home Act of
2004," that directs the Federal Communications Commission to seek ways to
reduce telephone rates for Armed Forces personnel deployed overseas.

Everyday, military members deployed or assignhed unaccompanied
overseas are faced with the burdens of being separated from fomilies and
loved ones. Your blil recognizes the burden these members and families
encounter and takes an important step torward to reduce the costs of high
phone rates.

AUSA thanks you for introducing this leglslation and for your leadership on
issues affecting all servicemembers and their families. We pledge our strong
support in seeking enactment of this important iegisiation.

Sincer

BN .%L ANL. -

General, USA Retired
GRS/WBL
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For God d Counlry
The Honorable Ted Stevens
United States Senate
522 Han Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Stevens:

On behalf of the 4 million members of The American Legion Family, I would like
1o take this opportunity to offer our support for your draft legislation entitled, The Call
Home Act of 2006.

Your legislation would direct the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to
roake every effort possible to reduce telephone rates for those deployed and fighting
overseas in the war on terror. The bill also directs the FCC to develop new technologies,
encourage foreign governments to reduce international surcharges, and help provide
flexible billing for roops and their families. All of these things would help make positive
improvements in the lives of our servicemembers who just want to phone home and talk
to a loved one.

We support efforts to reduce telephone rates for our servicemembers stationed
overseas who depend on an affordable and timely means of communication with their
family and loved ones. Over a decade ago, American Legion National Commanders
discovered in their visits to troops in the Balkans that our servicemembers were being
charged exorbant telephone rates to call home. The American Legion is strongly
supportive of military quality of lifc, and frequent and timely calling home is a huge
morale factor which could only pay dividends to our troops going into harm's way.

Thank you for introducing this legislation and for your continuous support of
those on the battleficld today. We look forward 1o working with you and your staff on
the enactment of this legislatdon.

Sincerely,

-

Clarence Hill, Chairman
National Security Commission
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April 6, 2006

The Honorable Ted Stevens, Chairman

The Honorable Daniel Inouye, Ranking Member
United States Senate

Committee on Comimerce, Science and Transportation
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Enlisted Association of the National Guard of the United States (EANGUS)
is pleased to cxpress our strongest support, on bzhalf of the Enlisted men and women of
the Army and Air National Guard, for the "Call Home Act of 2006" which would
authorize the FCC to take actions necessary to reduce telephone bills for all deployed
service members, active duty, Guard and Reserve,

Members of the Guard and Reserve comprise over 45 percent of all U.S.
personnel in Afghanistan and Iraq. Since September 11, 2001, our nation has deployed
over 525,000 Guard and Reserve members for operational missions for the Global War
on Terrorism, all over the world. Unfortunately, many of these members, predominately
in the junior enlisted ranks, are not be able to afford expensive calls from overseas to
families or to address personal issues that increase stress on the member, All
servicemembers need contact with their home areas and families for a multitude of
reasons; however most Guard and Reserve member's home towns are not in the vicinity
of a traditional base; therefore contact with their families is critical when deployed.

Today's guardsmen and reservists are professionals. They are the best that we
have had and they are answering the call on a routine basis not envisioned during the
Cold War, We need to take care of those that answer the call from our nation. If passed
this benefit for members of the Guard and Reserve will provide an important tool to
bolster recruitment, retention, family morale and overall readiness.

Thank you for recognizing one of the many needs of the military community.
You have the support of EANGUS and our membership.

Working for America’s Best!
IUR e

MSG (Ret) Michacel P. Cline, AUS
Executive Director
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The Honorable Ted Stevens
United States Senate

522 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Stevens:

On behalf of the 2.4 million members of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the
United States and our Auxiliaries, I would like to take this opportunity to offer our
support for vour draft legislation entitled, The Call Home Act of 2006.

Your legislation would direct the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to
make every effort possible to reduce telephone rates for those deployed and fighting
overseas in the war on terror. The bill also directs FCC to evaluate the role of new
technologies, encourage foreign governments to reduce international surcharges, and
help provide flexible billing for troops and their families. All of these things would help
make positive improvements in the lives of our servicemembers who just want to phone
home and talk to a loved one.

We believe that telephone calls and service are a lifeline for our servicemembers
stationed abroad who depend on an affordable means of communication with their
friends and family. To help decrease these costs in any way is the least we can do for
those fighting for our freedoms and for their families who are making their own
sacrifices on the home front.

Thank you for introducing this legislation and for your continuous support of
those on the battlefield today. We look forward to working with you and your staff on
the enactment of this legislation.

Sincerely,
JVALLACE
UT DIRECTOR

* WASIUNGTONOFFICH &
VFW MEMORIAL ULHINDING @ 200 MARYLAND AVE. N.E. ® WASHINGTON, D.C. 200024799
AREA CODF (22 )}543-2219 @ FAX NUMBER (202)-843-8718
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5 April 2006

The Honorable Ted Stevens

Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation
Unitcd States Senate

522 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Stevens:

1 am writing you on behalf of the members of the Naval Reserve Association, members
of the Navy Reserve, their families and survivors. I'm writing to express our strongest support
for The "Call Home Act 0f2006" which would authorize the FCC to take actions necessary to
reduce telephone bills for all deployed service members, active duty, Guard and Reserve.

Members of the Guard and Reserve comprise over 45 percent of all U.S, personnel in
Afghanistan and Traq. Since September 11, 2001, our nation has deployed over 525,000 Guard
and Reserve members for operational missions for the Global War on Terrorism, all over the
world, Additionally, during any month, approximately 25 percent of the Navy Rescrve force is
doing some type of operational support to thc flect for operational mission requirements,

Unfortunately, many of these members, predominately in the junior enlisted ranks, are
not able to afford expensive calls from ovcrscas to familics or to address personal issues that
increasc stress on the member. All servicemembers need contact with their home areas and
families for a multitude of reasons. Mosl Guard and Reserve member's home towns are not in
the vicinity of a traditional base; thercfore, contact with their families is critical when deployed.

Today's guardsmen and reservists are prefessionals. They are the best that we have had
and they arc answering the call on a routine basis not cnvisioned during the Cold War. We need
to take care of those that answer the call from our nation. If passed, this benefit for members of
the Guard and Reserve will provide an important tool to bolster recruitment, retention, family
morale and overall readiness, Ilook forward te warking together in support of a strong and
viable Navy Reserve, and all reserve compounenss. Thank you for all your hard work on their
behalf with the Call Home Act of 2006.

Sincerely,

a2

Casey W. Coane
RADM, USN (Ret)
Executive Director



The Naval Enlisted Reserve Association

Scnator Ted Stevens, Chair

Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation
255 Russell Senate Office Building

W ashington, DC 20510

| am writing you on behalf of the members of the Naval Enlisted Reserve Association, members of
the Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard Reserve, their families and survivors, I'm writing to express our
strongest support for The "Call Home Act of 2006" which would authorize the FCC to take actions
necessary 1o reduce telephone bills for all deployed service members, active duty, Guard and Reserve,

Members of the Guard and Reserve comprise over 45 percent of all U.S, personnel in Afghanistan
and Irag. Since September {1, 2001, our nation has deployed over 525,000 Guard and Reserve members
for operational missions for the Global War on Terrorism, all over the world. Additionally, during any
month, approximately 25 percent of our Reserve Forces are doing some type of operational support to meet
the country®s mission requircments,

Unfortunately, many of these members, predominately in the junior enlisted ranks, are not be able
10 afford expensive calls from overseas to families or to address personal issues that increase stress on the
member. All servicemembers necd contact with their home areas and families for a multitude of reasons,
Most Guard and Reserve member's home towns are not in the vicinity of a traditionaf base: therefore
contact with their families is critical when deployed. Due to time and operation differcnces, it is not
practicable for the families to call them and if they are able, the cost is still prohibitive,

Today's guardsmen and reservists are professionals. They are the best that we have had and they
are answering the call on a routine basis not envisioned during the Cold War. We need to take care of
those that answer the cail from our nation. [ passed this benefit for members of the Guard and Reserve will
provide an important tool to bolster recruitment, retention, family morale and overall readiness. [ look
forward to working together in support of a strong and viable Reserve and Guard Force. Thank you for all
your hard work on their behalf with the “Call Home Act of 2006."

Dave Davidson
David R. Davidson

CAPT, USN (Ret.)
Executive Director

6703 Farragut Ave, Falls Church, VA 22042 703-534-1329 neraexec@nera.org
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Gold Star Wives of America, Inc.

540 N. Lombardy St. « Arlington, VA 22203-1060 » (703) 527-7706

April 5, 2006

Mr. Harry Wingo

Counsel

Committee on Comumerce, Science and Transportation
United States Senate

255 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Tel: 202-224-—-3061

Fax: 202-224-1259

Dear Mr. Wingo:

On behalf of Gold Star Wives of America, I'm writing to support the “Call Home Act of
2006" which directs the FCC to seck to reduce telephone rates for Armed Forces
personnel deployed overseas.

Gold Star Wives has a chat-room for new widows of the Irag and Afghanistan Conflict.
Our survivors of the Global War on Terrorism know first hand how important it is to
bave frequent contact with their loved ones deployed overseas, With reduced phone rates
for those serving overseas, it would certainly help permit more frequent phone calls to
keep in touch with loved oncs. It would be a great morale booster.

Thank you for this bill, and if we can help in anyway, please don't hesitate to contact me.
Gold Star Wives of America, Inc. is 2 member of The Military Coalition.

Sincerely,

Zase_Ape

Rose Lee

Chair, Legislative Committee
Gold Star Wives of America, Inc.
703-527-7706

Rlec540(@eol.com

A nonprofit nativnal military widows service organization chartered by the United States Congress
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For Immediate Release

MSYV Praises Lawmakers on Satellite Communications Provisions of Senate
Telecom Bill in Advance of Emergencies

Reston, VA — Mobile Satellite Ventures, L.P. (MSV) today praised the efforts of
Senator Ted Stevens (R-Alaska) and Daniel Inouye (D-Hawaii), for introducing
the Communications, Consumer’s Choice and Broadband Deployment Act of
2006 (S.2686) last week. The draft legislation allocates funds for a strategic
technology reserve through which equipment is pre-positioned or secured in
advance for use in an emergency or major disaster.

“The ability of emergency responders to have access to communications
services in times of emergency is critical,” said Alexander H. Good, MSV's Vice
Chairman and CEO. *“We fully support the efforts of Senators Stevens and
Inouye and ask the House to consider similar legislation to ensure the availability
of communications for our nation's emergency responders.”

MSV believes that this legislation will ensure that emergency responders have
access to funding to ensure access to its current and next-generation satellite
services.

‘It is imperative that our emergency responders have access to the
communications equipment and services they need in case of emergencies. By
providing that adequate funding is available for pre-positioning of critical satellite
equipment, the Senate is taking the lead in ensuring the safety of all Americans,”
said Jim Corry, Vice President of Government Solutions. Corry added that
MSV's next generation integrated satellite-terrestrial network, which is anticipated
to be available as early as 2009, "will further help in the preparedness of our first
responders by providing ubiquitous, reliable, fully interoperable access to an
integrated terrestrial-satellite network on a cost-effective basis.”

About Mobile Satellite Ventures
Mobile Satellite Ventures is developing the next generation hybrid wireless
network that will use a powerful satellite constellation working in unison with



MSV's patented ancillary terrestrial component (ATC) technology to deliver
seamless wireless services to end-users over standard wireless devices.

MSV is North America's premier provider of mobile satellite communications.
Delivering service since 1996, MSV offers customers a wide choice of wireless
data, voice, fax and dispatch radio services via its two MSAT satellites. MSV
provides superior capacity and reliability for customers across North America,
northern South America, Central America, the Caribbean, Hawaii and in coastal
waters.

The MSV investor group includes Motient Corporation (Pink Sheets: MNCP),
SkyTerra Communications (OTC: SKYT), TMI Communications, Columbia
Capital, and Spectrum Equity Investors.

MSV has offices in Reston, Va., and Ottawa, On. For more information, visit
MSV online at www.msvlp.com.
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