REVISED McCAIN AMENDMENT TO S. 1264

Purpose:  To require the Federal Communications Commission to provide guidance concerning its political advertising regulations.

At the appropriate place insert the following:

Sec. ____.  Political Broadcasting Regulations Review.

(a) In General.  – The Federal Communications Commission shall, no later than August 1, 2004, complete rulemakings to – 

(1) provide specific guidance to affected parties concerning what the Commission will consider to constitute an exercise of reasonable diligence in compliance with 47 C.F.R. 73.1212(b) and 47 C.F.R. 76.1615(b), with respect to political matter and issue advertising described in – 

(A)  47 C.F.R. 73.1212(d) and (e) (in the case of a broadcast station); and

(B) 47 C.F.R. 76.1615(c) and (d) (in the case of a cable television system operator); and

(2) establish procedures for the prompt filing, consideration, and resolution of complaints pertaining to violations of its regulations concerning political matter and issue advertising, and of appeals therefrom, including the following regulations pertaining to such advertising:

(A) Sponsorship identification (47 C.F.R. 73.1212(a) through (e));

(B) Legally qualified candidates for public office (47 C.F.R.73.1940); 

(C) Equal opportunities (47 C.F.R. 73.1941);

(D) Candidate rates (47 C.F.R. 73.1942);

(E) Political file (47 C.F.R. 73.1943);

(F) Reasonable access (47 C.F.R. 73.1944);

(G) Origination cablecasts by legally qualified candidates for public office; equal opportunities (47 C.F.R. 76.205);

(H) Candidate rates (47 C.F.R. 76.206);

(I) Sponsorship identification (47 C.F.R. 76.1615);

(J) Political file (47 C.F.R. 76.1701); and

(K) Public interest obligations (47 C.F.R. 25.701(b));

