STEVENS-HOLLINGS 2

Purpose: To authorize the FCC to double penalties for broadcast of obscene, indecent, or profane language or images when aggravating factors are present.

On page 4, line 17 of the McCain-Brownback perfecting amendment add the following:


“(G) The Commission may double the amount of any forfeiture penalty (not to exceed $550,000 for the first violation, $750,000 for the second violation, and $1,000,000 for the third or any subsequent violation not to exceed up to $3,000,000 for all violations in a 24 hour time period notwithstanding section 503(b)(2)(C) [as redesignated by paragraph (1)] if the Commission determines such additional factors are present which are aggravating in nature including


(i) if the material uttered by the violator was recorded or scripted, 


(ii) if the violator had a reasonable opportunity to review recorded or scripted programming or had a reasonable basis to believe live or unscripted programming would contain obscene, indecent, or profane material, 


(iii) if the violator failed to block live or unscripted programming, 


(iv) if the size of the viewing or listening audience of the programming was substantially larger than usual such as a national or international championship sporting event or awards program


(v) whether the violation occurred during a children’s television programming as defined in section (F)(vi).

