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WASHINGTON, D.C.—Mr. President, I would like to take a moment to address the 
enormously important issue of aviation safety.  
 
As so many grieving families know all too well - last month we observed the one-year 
anniversary of the Flight 3407 accident in Buffalo, NY.   
 
This terrible tragedy will never leave any of us – and it shouldn’t.   
 
This was an avoidable accident.  And while I know never a replacement for the tragic 
loss of life – I am encouraged that a lot of work has gone into understanding why this 
crash happened and how we can make sure it never happens again.   
 
As we stand here today - we have an important opportunity to make the serious 
changes we need to make sure our path forward puts safety first.   
 
PREVIEW TO SAFETY SOLUTIONS 
 
Our bill includes measures to strengthen the nation’s aviation safety system and takes 
great strides to promote ―one level of safety‖ for all commercial flights in America – to 
make certain regional air carriers operate as safely as major airlines. 
 
In recent years, we have seen the safest period in aviation history, even with the 
busiest system in the world – our air traffic controllers oversee more than 30,000 flights 
a day and nearly 800 million people each year.   
 
In this regard, we lead the world. But there are ways we can do better.  Our 
passengers and the dedicated airline workforce deserve better.    
 
As Chairman of the Commerce Committee, and as the former chairman of the Aviation 
Subcommittee for more than ten years, the safety of our aviation system has been one 
of my highest priorities.  
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Senator Dorgan has continued this focus, and I commend him for his tireless work this 
past year, examining the lessons of Flight 3407.   
 
I am proud that we have held eight safety hearings since the accident and our bill 
reflects this hard work.   
 
SAFETY SOLUTIONS IN THE BILL 
 
So many of the safety provisions in our bill strengthen the training and certification of 
commercial aviation pilots. 
 
Our bill requires the FAA to re-evaluate pilot training and qualifications and issue a new 
rule to make certain flight crewmembers have the proper skills and experience.   
 
If the FAA fails to do so by the end of 2011, then all air carrier pilots must have at least 
1,500 flight hours.  
 
And, those pilots will have to meet the experience and proficiency required for an Air 
Transport Pilot Certificate. 
 
The bill also focuses specifically on pilot fatigue.  
 
It requires the FAA to revise the flight and duty time regulations for commercial air 
carrier pilots -- and issue the final rule within one year.  
 
And the bill also requires the FAA to implement other key changes, including:  
 
An electronic database, that the FAA must develop, and carriers must consult, to obtain 
a full picture of a pilot’s experience and skills before giving them such enormous 
responsibility. 
 
The FAA will also require air carriers to implement a formal remedial training program 
for underperforming pilots.   
 
And Our bill mandates that all carriers adopt critical safety programs, including the 
Aviation Safety Action Program (ASAP) and Flight Operational Quality Assurance (FOQA) 
program.   
 
CONCLUSION 
 
I just want to close today by saying what we all know must be the reality we all live by 
- our utmost priority is always the safety of our skies and the passengers and their 
families who trust us to get this right.  
 
The NTSB recently determined that pilot error was the primary cause of the Flight 3407 
accident.  



 
To put it even more clearly – this tragedy simply did not have to happen and could 
have been avoided.  
 
Today by passing this bill we can do more to make sure we don’t repeat history and a 
brighter safety future is secured for all. 
 


