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April 4, 2011

The Honorable Ray LaHood
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood:

I support the swift actions being taken by the Department of Transportation (DOT) to
address the problems with air traffic controller (ATC) staffing levels highlighted by the
incident last week at Washington National Airport (DCA). It is troubling that the Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) only required one controller to be on duty at this critical
metropolitan airport when overnight passenger aircraft operations are scheduled. Clearly,
adding another controller to the night shift at DCA, and having the agency assess staffing
levels at airports throughout the National Airspace System (NAS) are necessary actions to
make certain that effective measures are in place to prevent similar incidents in the future.

As you know, ATC staffing levels are a concern throughout the NAS, not just at
DCA. To this end, S. 223, the FAA Transportation Modernization and Safety Improvement
Act, takes important steps to address this issue. Last month, S. 223 passed the Senate with
strong bi-partisan support. It requires the National Academy of Sciences to conduct an
independent review of how the FAA determines appropriate ATC staffing levels at facilities
throughout the nation. I am working to guarantee that a final FAA package pass into law as
soon as possible, and I expect the Administration to strongly support this effort.

I also have concerns about the implications of the FAA’s fiscal year (FY) 2012
budget on critical safety initiatives. I understand, and support, the Administration’s efforts to
impose fiscal restraint on the Federal budget. Proposals in Congress for across the board
cuts, however, have real safety implications that cannot be ignored. Last week’s incident, for
example, highlights the need to provide adequate funding for air traffic controllers. I strongly
oppose any cuts that threaten the safety of our Nation’s air transportation system.
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