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May 26, 2011

Chairman John D. Rockefeller IV

Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
531 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Rockefeller:

Consumers Union, the non-profit publisher of Consumer Reports, writes in support of your
legislation, the “Button Cell Battery Safety Act of 2011.” We applaud your leadership on this
consumer safety issue.

Your bill will help ensure that button and coin cell batteries remain secure within the consumer
products they are used in — everything from remote controls to greeting cards — and do not become
accessible to small children, who may swallow the batteries because of their very small size.

Button and coin cell batteries are not just a choking hazard to young children; if swallowed, they
can do serious internal damage to the esophagus, stomach, or intestines. The moist lining of the
gastrointestinal tract acts as a conductor and allows current to flow through the battery causing
internal burns. The longer the battery remains in the body, the more severe the burns can
become—Ilasting damage can occur within just two hours. Ingestions injuries are hard to
diagnose, and, if misdiagnosed, the consequences could be fatal.

Again, we applaud your leadership on this issue, and look forward to working with you to move
this legislation forward.

Sincerely,
Ami V. Gadhia Donald L. Mays
Policy Counsel Senior Director, Product Safety / Technical Policy

Consumers Union

Headquarters Office Washington Office West Coast Office South West Office
101 Truman Avenue 1101 |7th street N.W, # 500 1535 Mission Street 506 VY. I4th, Suite A
Yonkers, New York 10703057 Washington, DC 20036 San Francisco, CA 94103-2512 Austin, TX 78701-1723
(914) 378-2029 (202) 462-6262 (415) 461-6747 {512) 4774431

(914) 378-2992 (fax) (202) 265-9548 (fax) (415) 431-0906 (Fax) {512) 477-8934 (fax)



