Statement

of

Steven R. Chealander

Before the Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation

December 5, 2006

Good morning and thank you, Mr. Chairman, Mr. Co-Chairman and Distinguished Members of the Committee.  I am pleased and honored to appear before you today as you consider my nomination to be a member of the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB).  I am grateful to President Bush for this nomination and especially for his confidence in my ability to continue to serve our great nation in this vitally important position, should I be confirmed.  I would also like to recognize and thank Chairman Rosenker and the other current and former Board Members, many of whom are present here today, for their support.  If confirmed, I intend to work diligently to contribute to the Safety Board’s mission of preventing transportation accidents and maintaining the trust and confidence of the traveling public in our transportation system.

I would also like to thank Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison from my home state of Texas for her kind introduction, support and for her leadership on this Committee.  As a career military officer I would also like to add my personal thanks for the record, to you, Senator Stevens, Senator Inouye and the Distinguished Members of this Committee for their military and government service to our Country.  I look fondly back on my own active duty military tours and appreciate others who answered a call to public service, particularly those who began their careers with service in the military, and then accepted a further call to public service in Congress.

With your permission I would like to introduce my long-time best friend and the wind beneath my wings, my wife, Rebecca.  I am so glad that she was able to be here with me today, as she has walked alongside me in countless other professional endeavors over our 34 years of marriage.  For those who don’t know, we were in Washington many years ago when I had the privilege of serving as the Military Aide to President Reagan.  We are honored to have the opportunity to serve the country as a team once more.

As I am sure you will agree, America’s extensive transportation industry is one of our most important economic sectors and can easily be characterized as the lifeblood of our economy and a national treasure.  Therefore, it is essential that we nurture that sector by ensuring the safe movement of people and products.  It was with that idea in mind that Congress saw fit to establish the National Transportation Safety Board with the goal of enhancing transportation safety.  If confirmed, I pledge to you my commitment to making a meaningful contribution to the NTSB and to helping it perform the role Congress intended.  While working diligently to maintain the independence of the Board, which has remained the desire of Congress since the Board’s creation, I also pledge that I will work to ensure that the Board and this Committee have a cooperative, productive, and active working relationship which results in enhanced safety for the American traveling public.

For nearly forty years, the National Transportation Safety Board has been at the forefront of transportation safety issues and has been the conscience of America’s transportation network.  The NTSB is renowned as our nation’s premier accident investigation agency, but is also recognized as the most authoritative, independent safety body in the world.  That reputation, and by extension that credibility, is the product of a team of safety professionals committed to excellence in its conduct of unbiased investigations into transportation accidents.  It is also a result of the foresight exhibited by Congress to ensure the organizational independence of the NTSB when it reasoned “no federal agency can properly perform such [investigatory] functions unless it is totally separate and independent from any other…agency of the United States.”  The dedicated men and women who make up the staff of the NTSB have made tremendous strides in making each one of our nation’s transportation modes safer and thus stronger. 

I am humbled by the prospect of serving our country as a board member of the NTSB.  I believe there is no higher honor or greater opportunity for one who has spent two careers in which safety has been of the highest priority, than to hold a position of trust in an organization dedicated to the safety of the American public.  I am energized by the possibility, if confirmed, of being part of the leadership of this incredibly competent team of safety experts and advocates.  I believe that my diverse operational and management experiences in aviation, both military and commercial, give me an excellent background with which to serve as a board member on the NTSB.

Mr. Chairman, my background includes a combination of experience in aviation, aviation management, accident and incident investigation, teaching human factors and its relationship to transportation safety, and leading pilots in safe flight operations.  I have been an active aviator for almost 33 years now, and know full well that safety in flight operations, and in all modes of transportation operations, is in some significant part a product of recommendations and lessons learned passed on from investigative bodies such as the NTSB.

I look forward, if confirmed, to making contributions toward the safety of our transportation system, and thereby the public’s confidence in that transportation system.  Through those contributions, I hope to help strengthen an industry vital to America’s overall economic and national security.  Also, I restate my pledge to you, Mr. Chairman, and each Member of this committee, of my unfaltering commitment to the safety of our nation’s traveling public.

Sir, I look forward to answering any questions.

