Chairman Stevens, Co-Chairman Inouye, members of the committee, today I have the distinct pleasure of introducing two individuals here today:  Sean Connaughton and Chip Nottingham.  I have known both Mr. Connaughton and Mr. Nottingham for many years, and am pleased President Bush has nominated them for their respective positions in his administration.  I recommend this committee’s and the Senate’s speedy confirmation of these outstanding public servants.  

I will begin mark remarks with Sean Connaughton, nominated to serve as the Administrator of the Maritime Administration. 

The members of this committee are well aware of the central role maritime trade plays in our nation’s – and the global -- economy.  It is also integral to our national security.  Thus, it is of the utmost importance that the Maritime Administrator be of the highest caliber.  President Bush has done well to nominate Sean to fill this important role. 

I have worked with Sean on numerous occasions in recent years.  The 11th Congressional District of Virginia, which I am honored to represent, is comprised of large portions of Fairfax County and Prince William County, Virginia. As you know, Mr. Connaughton has served as chairman of the Prince William County Board of Supervisors since 1999.  

Prince William County is experiencing the same explosive population growth felt throughout all of Northern Virginia.  Such growth could easily overwhelm many local governments; however, under Sean, the county has earned the reputation of being a great place to both do business and reside. 

Prince William County is also known for its sound financial management, due in large part to the abilities of Chairman Connaughton. A few specifics: Prince William County enjoys a AAA bond rating, having enjoyed two ratings upgrades since Sean assumed office.  Prince William has also dramatically increased its fund balance, or “rainy day” account and has consistently run year-end budget surpluses.  Finally, under Sean, Prince William has been a leader in using information technology and other process improvements to make government more efficient and user-friendly.  
Like Sean, I have served as the chairman of a county board before coming to Congress. I know the myriad challenges inherent in this position, and am impressed with the job Sean has done.  Sean’s impressive record as an executive, coupled with his extensive experience in and knowledge of maritime matters, give me every confidence that he will bring the same level of accomplishment to the Maritime Administration as he has to Prince William County.  I urge your support of his confirmation. 
I turn now to Chip Nottingham, with whom I have worked continuously since 1994.  He served as my first counsel when I came to Congress in 1995 and rose up the ranks to serve as my chief of staff.  He has also worked for me as counsel on the Government Reform Committee.

As a senior staffer, no job was too big or too small for Chip to handle with care and bring to successful closure.  He is a problem-solver and has extraordinary interpersonal and communications skills.  This Committee is likely well aware of his transportation expertise – more than 8 years working at the highest levels of transportation policy and management at the state and federal levels.  What I’d like to emphasize today is Chip’s passion and experience in delivering effective government management strategies, safeguarding taxpayer dollars, and bringing positive reform to complex government organizations.

As chairman of the House Government Reform Committee, I am especially pleased to report that Chip is a strong and effective manager and careful steward of taxpayer dollars.  Whether it was earning the trust of federal employees and federal retirees while handling civil service issues for me; helping me to reform the government of the District of Columbia when we created the financial control board and the chief financial officer of DC; or more recently when he was C.E.O. of VDOT and initiated more than 100 management reforms, including creating an inspector general office and a chief environmental and regulatory affairs officer, Chip has always had a passion for making government work better and in a more transparent and responsive manner.

If Chip is confirmed as Chair of the STB, he will become the chief executive officer of an agency that faces a number of challenges. Approximately 60% of the STB’s 140-person workforce is retirement eligible, and the agency has not been reauthorized in many years due to competing interests among the STB’s stakeholders.  The STB is in need of a strong, proven leader with a record of problem solving and public service.  Fortunately, in Chip Nottingham, we have the right person for the job.
Thank you for the opportunity to appear here today.  Again, I urge your support for these two fine individuals. 
