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Thank you Chairman Stevens, Co-Chairman Inouye, I would like to commend all of the nominees here today on their nominations.  But I am especially pleased to introduce to the committee Mr. Robert Sumwalt of Columbia, South Carolina, as a nominee to serve on the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB).  

I would also like to recognize Robert’s wife, Anne, and his daughter, Mackenzie, who are here to support his nomination today.  

When you meet Robert, the first thing that comes through is his passion for transportation safety.  His resume’ is evidence of this.  

Mr. Sumwalt has built a distinguished career in both aviation operations and safety program developments.  For 24 years, he served as a pilot for a major US-based international carrier where he logged 14,000 flight hours and type rating in five aircraft.  In addition, he has extensive experience as an airline captain, an airline check airman, an instructor pilot, and an air safety representative.  
Mr. Sumwalt’s contributions to aviation safety through academic instruction and safety program development are too numerous to be named at this time, so I encourage each of you to take a thorough look at his list of accomplishments.  However, I would like to point out that two of Mr. Sumwalt’s aviation safety improvements have been recognized by prestigious industry awards: the Flight Safety Foundation Laura Taber Barbour Air Safety Award in 2003, and the Air Line Pilots Association Air Safety Award in 2004.

In addition, Mr. Sumwalt has co-authored a book profiling recent aircraft accidents entitled, “Aircraft Accident Analysis: Final Reports,” and has authored the aircraft accident and incident investigation section in The Standard Handbook for Aeronautical and Astronautical Engineers.    

Currently, Mr. Sumwalt serves as Manager of Aviation for SCANA Corporation, a Fortune 500 energy-based company.  He oversees operations, maintenance and safety of company aircraft, the department’s personnel, and management of the department’s fiscal matters.

The NTSB’s responsibility for accident investigations and safety recommendations is crucial to the safety and advancement of our nation’s transportation systems.  It is extremely important that each NTSB Board member have real-world knowledge of transportation safety.  Mr. Sumwalt not only has the required expertise, he also has an uncommon commitment to public safety.  I am confident, that if confirmed, Mr. Sumwalt would be a valuable addition to the Board. 
I urge this Committee to carefully consider Mr. Sumwalt’s background and favorably report his nomination.  

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to introduce this talented and distinguished nominee.     

