TALKING POINTS OF SENATOR PETE V. DOMENICI 

Jay Cohen, nominee to be Under Secretary of Homeland Security for Science and Technology

· Mr. Chairman, I am pleased to be here today to introduce Rear Admiral Jay Cohen, the President’s nominee to be Under Secretary of Homeland Security for Science and Technology.

· Admiral Cohen graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy and received a Master’s degree from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

· He is a 35-year veteran of the United States Navy, most recently serving as Chief of Naval Research.

· In that role, he has championed many significant programs for the Navy and Marine Corps, including some that I have been personally involved in.

· I got to know Admiral Cohen through two important projects we have worked on together over the years:  the Magdalena Ridge Observatory and the Expeditionary Unit Water Purification program.

· The Expeditionary Water Purification Unit is designed to desalinate brackish water to benefit expeditionary warfare, humanitarian missions, and homeland security.
· The program has had much success in the past few years.

· Mr. Chairman, you may have heard of the work one of these units performed last summer, providing 450,000 gallons of fresh water for the Coast Guard Loran Station at Port Clarence, Alaska.

· Additionally, last September two of the units were deployed to Mississippi to provide drinking water for the victims of Hurricane Katrina.

· Clearly, the Expeditionary Unit Water Purification program is meeting its goals, and this is just one example of the stellar research capabilities Admiral Cohen has spearheaded as the Chief of Naval Research.

· I believe he will bring a similar innovative, forward-thinking approach to the Department of Homeland Security.

· Mr. Chairman, I believe the President could not have made a better choice for this job than Admiral Cohen, and I am pleased to be here today in support of him.
· Thank you.
