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Chairman Stevens, Co-Chairman Inouye and Members of the Committee, it is an honor for me to appear before you today as President Bush’s nominee to serve as a Member of the Advisory Board at the Saint Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation.  If confirmed, I look forward to working closely with the committee on issues related to the vital work performed by the Seaway Corporation.

I am humbled to be asked to serve as a public member of this board.  As a lawyer in private practice, I believe that it is essential for one to give back to society and to assist in the administration of government.  I am flattered and pleased that I will be able to do so for this wholly-owned government corporation.  My past experience has prepared me for this board.  
For the last 10 years, I have served as a board member of the New York State Economic Development Corporation and know how essential it is to help the economy of New York’s North Country - where the Seaway has its operations.  For the last four years, I have served as Chairman of the Hudson River Park Trust and have gotten to learn how important waterways are for business and recreational interests of our citizens.  As someone who has worked as a public member of government entities and corporations, I know how important it is that there be communication with all stakeholders, that decisions affecting people and interests be principled, explained and transparent and that the public interest always comes first.
As a partner in a U.S.-Canadian law firm, I have learned a great deal about the society and culture about our important neighbor to the north and believe that this experience will give me a deep and sensitive understanding of shared cross-border issues.

In closing, let me assure you that I will do everything in my power and within my ability to ensure that the Saint Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation continues to operate in a cost-effective and transparent manner and that it continues to serve as an environmentally-responsible impetus to trade and the economic well-being of not only to the Great Lakes region it directly serves, but the entire United States.
