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Mr. Chairman, Co-chairman, and members of the Committee, I am honored to appear before you today as the President’s nominee to be an Associate Director of the Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP).  
As you know, OSTP plays important roles in providing scientific and technological advice to the President and in coordinating the science and technology related activities of Federal agencies and departments.  If confirmed, I look forward to working with this Committee and the rest of the Congress, as well as with others in the Executive branch and the scientific community, to fulfill these duties.
I have a deeply rooted belief in the important role of the science and technology enterprise in helping to make America stronger by stimulating a vibrant economy, providing means for securing the homeland and protecting our troops abroad, improving the health and overall quality of life for all citizens, understanding the world around us, and protecting the environment.  Ensuring the strength of this highly diverse and inter-dependent enterprise and its effective application towards the goals mentioned above is a shared responsibility in which OSTP has an important role.
Science and technology have played a critical part in our Nation’s history and development.  The Federal government’s role in supporting the U.S. scientific enterprise began in earnest during, and was solidified in the period after, World War II.  Thanks in large part to the vision of Vannevar Bush, set forth in his 1945 report to the President entitled Science:  The Endless Frontier, Federal funding became available for research and development performed in the Nation’s colleges and universities.  At the same time, new Federal agencies were formed that incorporated science as a central part of their missions.  The results of this strategic investment have been profound:  Federally funded research is credited with discoveries that have transformed medicine, modernized agriculture, created the information technology revolution, enabled development of an advanced transportation infrastructure, and fueled many other advances.  Technological innovation, driven by science, is widely recognized as having a major impact on economic growth. 
Science is an increasingly integral and important part of the Federal government, as evidenced in part by recent record-breaking budgets for Federally-funded research.  The President’s FY 2007 budget requested $137 billion for research and development—the highest level ever.  The American Competitiveness Initiative, announced in the President’s State of the Union address, includes a significant new Federal research agenda.  With this increasing Federal commitment there is an ever-greater need for coordination among the Federal departments and agencies that participate in this large and complex research and development effort.  In addition, science and technology are playing increasingly important roles in societal decision-making and in informing policy choices.  
Congress long ago recognized the importance of high level coordination of the Federal research and development effort, as well as the need to ensure that accurate and timely advice regarding science and technology is readily available to the President.  In 1976, Congress created OSTP to perform these functions.  The office is currently led by OSTP Director Dr. John H. Marburger, III, and is organized around two central divisions—science and technology—each of which is led by an Associate Director.  If confirmed, I will lead OSTP’s Science Division.  In doing so, I would work side-by-side with the incumbent Associate Director for Technology and report directly to Dr. Marburger.  
OSTP’s current organization has helped reduce stovepipes within the office and create a highly matrixed and collegial organization that takes advantage of OSTP’s talented workforce—a workforce that includes experts from a wide breadth of scientific and engineering disciplines.  As a small office with a broad mandate, OSTP’s workforce is augmented by rotating personnel from Federal departments and agencies, which facilitates the continued infusion of technical expertise and helps strengthen existing intra-governmental relationships.  Just as there is rarely a bright line of demarcation between the scientific and the technological aspects of the issues upon which OSTP works, neither are there restrictive boundaries on the OSTP personnel who work in the two divisions, and OSTP’s Science and Technology Divisions work closely together on many issues. 
One of OSTP’s most effective tools in performing its coordination function is the National Science and Technology Council, which was established by Executive Order in 1993. This Cabinet-level Council is the principal means within the executive branch to coordinate science and technology policy across the diverse entities that make up the Federal research and development enterprise.  The work of the Council, which OSTP manages, is organized under four primary committees: Science, Technology, Environment and Natural Resources, and Homeland and National Security.  Each of these committees oversees subcommittees and working groups that are focused on different areas of science and technology and that work to coordinate related activities across the federal government.  If confirmed, I will co-chair the Science Committee and the Environment and Natural Resources Committee.  
If I am confirmed, I will look forward to tackling the diverse set of science and technology related issues confronting our Nation.  The following are several of what I view as the highest priority areas. 

Maintaining balance in the Federal R&D portfolio.  In keeping with OSTP’s statutory responsibilities, the office plays an important role in guiding and helping to shape the development of the Federal S&T budget.  If confirmed, I will work with this committee and other stakeholders to develop and advance sound, coordinated, and prioritized Federal budgets for science and technology.  The development and ultimate enactment of agency budgets that reflect the President’s American Competitiveness Initiative would be one of my highest priorities.  At the same time, I will also work to ensure development of department and agency budgets that meet other important national priorities.  
The scientific achievements of the research community have opened new avenues of inquiry at a seemingly exponential rate of growth.  Without a doubt, there are far more good ideas and promising research opportunities than Federal funding can realistically support.  This will continue to demand increasingly difficult and important prioritization decisions.  Recognizing the importance of working hand-in-hand with stakeholders to address this challenge, I will, if confirmed, continue to build an open and active dialog with this Committee and others within the Congress, work to maintain OSTP’s close and productive relationship with the Office of Management and Budget, and engage the broader scientific community in the discussion of priorities.  

Mobilizing science in support of national challenges.  Science plays a critical role in helping to solve some of the Nation’s (and the world’s) most difficult challenges.  This role is often two-fold.  First, science can help define the dimensions and articulate the complexities of a particular problem, an often-critical step in policymaking.  Second, science often provides the impetus for an actual technological solution.  Many important challenges exist—in areas such as health, competitiveness, security, and the environment—and the combined effort of multiple Federal agencies is often required to effectively address them.  If confirmed, I will play an active role in helping to apply the coordinated efforts of Federal departments and agencies to address these challenges.  Understanding the needs of policymakers as well as the possible contributions of the scientific enterprise requires interaction with both communities, a role that OSTP is well suited for.
Improving math and science education.  There is still much work to do in improving math and science education.  Initiatives such as No Child Left Behind have provided an important foundation for the improvement of our Nation’s K-12 schools.  We continue to learn more about how students learn, and what actually works in the classroom.  Working to identify and develop mechanisms to help ensure that these findings work their way into the Nation’s classrooms will be a high priority of mine, if I am confirmed.  I believe OSTP can play an important role in responding to this challenge, working closely with the National Science Foundation, the Department of Education, and the many other departments and agencies that play a role in educating the Nation’s students at all levels—from kindergarten through graduate school and beyond.
In closing, I am honored that the President nominated me to be an OSTP Associate Director and I am humbled by the opportunity to appear before you today.  I believe that my training and experience as a research scientist, my work in the policy arena—both on Capitol Hill and in the Executive Office of the President—and my proven leadership abilities make me well-suited for this position. I am excited by the opportunity, if I am confirmed, to play an important role in applying science and technology to help address the many challenges that confront our Nation.  I will look forward to working closely with this Committee to do so.  Thank you.
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