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It is my pleasure today to introduce my good friend and fellow Arizonan, Mary Peters. Mary is a true public servant and has experience as a transportation leader at both the state and federal levels. 

The President has tapped Mary to be the next Secretary of Transportation, and there’s no question that she’s qualified for the job. Mary has a proven track record for improving transportation systems, and she has a contagious energy that will make her a dynamic leader at the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT).

Mary’s career in public service started over 20 years ago, when she joined the Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT). She worked her way up through the ranks at ADOT to serve as contract administrator, deputy director for administration, and deputy director of the department before Governor Jane Hull appointed her director in 1998.  

Her leadership at ADOT was so impressive that, in 2001, the President asked her to come to Washington to lead the Federal Highway Administration at DOT. In that post, she led efforts to improve the safety and security of our country’s highways and bridges, reduce congestion, and institutionalize fiscal oversight and accountability. She served as federal highway administrator until 2005 before heading home to Arizona, where she currently serves as Vice President and National Director for Transportation Policy and Consulting for HDR Inc.

Once again, Mary is leaving the warm weather of sunny Arizona to answer the President’s call to serve, and I commend the President on his excellent choice of her to head our nation’s transportation system.  Mary is a leader of great integrity and charisma, and I am honored to call her a friend. I urge my colleagues to swiftly confirm her as the next Secretary of Transportation. 

