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Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Co-Chairman Inouye, and Members of the Committee.  It is an honor for me to appear before you today as President Bush’s nominee to serve as Inspector General of the Department of Transportation.  If confirmed, I look forward to working closely with this Committee on issues related to the vital work performed by the Department.  

During almost 29 years of active military service, I have worked extensively with and for IGs.  As a prosecutor, defense counsel, and judge, I handled criminal and administrative cases that arose from IG investigations.  As a legal advisor for senior military commanders and the Secretary of the Navy, I evaluated IG reports and assisted in implementing their recommendations.  For a short period of time, I served as the first counsel to the Inspector General of the Marine Corps.  My experience impressed upon me the fundamental importance of the IG’s role in detecting and preventing fraud, waste, and abuse, and reviewing Federal programs to enhance their efficiency, economy, and effectiveness.  
I am keenly aware that the latter aspect of the IG’s statutory mission—evaluating how agency policy decisions are implemented—requires an IG to strike a delicate balance.  He or she must tread carefully so as not to become a policy maker.  When an IG participates in the overall process of policy formulation and execution, the independence and objectivity that are critical to successful performance of the IG’s statutory mission will be compromised.  In discussions with DOT’s leaders during the nomination process, I learned that they fully appreciate and support the role played by an independent IG.  If confirmed, I will strive always to maintain open and frank communications with the Secretary and senior DOT staff and to respect the necessary boundary between IG and policy maker.  

An IG also has a direct communication channel with the Members and staff of the Congress, a link that is especially important to the essential work performed by the oversight Committees.  If confirmed, I will endeavor to be responsive to you on all matters in which the IG’s fact-finding capabilities may assist you.  
I wish to comment on the IG staff at DOT.  I believe that the OIG’s work product is valued and respected in the Department, and credit for that achievement is largely due to the exceptional caliber and commitment of the highly professional auditors, investigators, and analysts on the staff.  If confirmed, I look forward to working closely with these men and women to continue to produce top quality, unbiased audits, investigations, and evaluations.  
As a career public servant, I am honored to be considered for this important position and, as my military service draws to a close, grateful for the opportunity to continue to serve our country.  If confirmed as Inspector General, I pledge to work closely with the Congress and the Department’s leaders in building a cooperative, productive, and respectful relationship.  Thank you for considering my nomination, and I will be pleased to respond to your questions.  
