INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT OF JAY M. COHEN

Chairman Stevens and Senator Inouye, Members of the Committee, I am pleased to appear before this Committee as you consider the President's nomination of me to be the next Under Secretary for Science and Technology at the Department of Homeland Security.

I am deeply honored and humbled that President Bush has nominated me to serve this great country and its people. If confirmed, I look forward to the opportunity and privilege to serve with the dedicated men and women, scientists, engineers and professionals who are working to secure our homeland and defend our freedoms.

I am joined today by family and friends. I would like to recognize my wife Nancy and her Mom, Lee Noll, a World War Two Navy Nurse and widow of LtCol Don Noll, a career Marine, both members of the "greatest generation". My parents, Sol and Sally Cohen, who are no longer with us, were children of immigrants whose first view of America and its promise of freedom was the Statue of Liberty in New York harbor. They instilled in me a love of country and an ethos of service which has guided me throughout my naval career.

Since my nomination I have been asked, why after a full Navy career and nearly 6 years as the Department of the Navy Chief of Naval Research, I would volunteer to continue my public service. The answer is straight forward- the United States and the World's democracies are in a life and death conflict with terrorists who want to destroy the freedoms which we hold so dear. Our homeland has been attacked and remains at risk. During my tenure at the Office of Naval Research (ONR), especially after 9-11, I learned first hand the incredible value that a sustained, customer focused basic and applied research program adds to America's ability to bring advanced technology to our (and our allies) asymmetric advantage against the enemies of freedom. It can mean the difference between life and death, victory or defeat. 

The incredible economic engine which powers our economy and security is based on the innovation of citizens, research organizations and industry in a free society. The vision, guidance and accountable investment which only our Federal government is capable of making in science and technology year in and year out has been crucial to the technological and economic strength of the United States. If the administration and you consider that my experience leading a world class technology organization like ONR will benefit the maturing value of Science and Technology to further enhance the Department of Homeland Security mission to protect and defend the United States, I would be honored to serve and contribute to America's defense and continued technological advancement.

If confirmed, I commit to working with you and your staff, government departments and agencies, business (large and small), academia, laboratories, international partners, and innovators to discover, develop and deliver the best technologies and capabilities to those charged with protecting our homeland, today and tomorrow.

I am pleased to answer the Committee's questions.

