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Chairman Stevens, Co-Chairman Inouye, Members of the Committee, it is a privilege to appear before you today to be considered for the position of Administrator of the U.S. Maritime Administration of the Department of Transportation.  I have with me today my family.  I would like to introduce my wife Teresa, my daughter Courtney and my son, Sean Jr.  I have been an elected official in local government for the past seven years and during that time they have endured the schedule and demands that you and your families are very familiar with.  I appreciate their past and continued support of my tenure in public service.
America is the world’s largest maritime trading economy.  The maritime industry in all its aspects on land and sea, the people and the hardware, the terminals and the landside connectors, is squarely in the frontline of the advancement of the American economy and the defense of the United States.  The efficiency, safety and security of our domestic and international marine transportation system from origin to destination is a matter of paramount importance to the welfare of every citizen of this nation.  
If confirmed by the Senate, I will, of course, continue to implement Marad’s statutory mandates to ensure the availability of efficient water transportation service to American shippers and consumers; an adequate shipbuilding and repair base; efficient ports; effective intermodal water and land transportation connections; and sufficient intermodal shipping capacity for use by the Department of Defense in times of national emergency.  I will also strive to ensure that the industry and all the persons who serve it directly or indirectly are recognized, honored and appreciated for all that they have done and all that they will continue to do every day to support our economy, to protect our waterways and to preserve the marine environment.  I have worked in this industry as a mariner and as a legal advisor.  I have served as an officer in our Coast Guard and in our Navy.  These experiences will, I hope, help me to merit your trust and the trust of the President in fulfilling the duties of Maritime Administrator. 
I recognize there are challenges and changes facing our transportation system, the U.S. maritime industry and the Federal Government. The Maritime Administration must focus its efforts on the strategic areas of commercial mobility and congestion relief, maritime and port development, national security, and environmental stewardship. The Maritime Administration must support the strategic objectives of the Department of Transportation. One of our greatest challenges is to increase our national transportation options in order to support our Nation's economic growth. Greater use of the maritime transportation system, through elements such as short sea shipping and multi-modal port development, offer the potential to reduce congestion while increasing efficiency of our ports and waterways. We expect that the U.S. military will increase its reliance on commercial transportation systems. These challenges and changes are of such importance that we must plan wisely now to ensure a more effective marine transportation system that serves our national need for personal mobility and for the safe and efficient movement of domestic and international freight. 

None of these important objectives can be achieved without close cooperation and open communication with the Congress, the national and international maritime industry, the shippers and receivers of goods that move by water, and the skill and talents of the industry and Marad’s professional staff.  I look forward to working with all of you.
Thank you for considering my nomination.  I would be pleased to answer any questions you may have.
