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Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Mr. Co-Chairman, distinguished Members of the Committee. I am honored to appear before you today as you consider confirmation of my nomination as a Member of the National Transportation Safety Board.

I am grateful to President Bush for the confidence he has placed in me through this nomination.  If confirmed, I intend to work diligently to contribute to the Safety Board’s mission of preventing transportation accidents and maintaining the trust and confidence of the traveling public.

I would also like to thank Senator Jim DeMint from my home state of South Carolina for his kind introduction and support. 

With your permission I would like to introduce my wife, Anne, and our daughter Mackenzie, age 12. 

Mr. Chairman, our Nation’s transportation system is the lifeblood of our economy and national well-being.  Therefore, it is vital that this nation keep this complex system safe, healthy and dependable. 

Although our transportation system generally performs very well, when transportation accidents do occur, it is imperative that we be able to reassure the American public that the Government is conducting thorough, timely, honest, competent and unbiased investigations.  The Board must act with an objective, dispassionate eye, formulating and making the recommendations to government and industry that will prevent recurrence and following up on the recommendations, as necessary. 

Since 1967, the NTSB has fulfilled this role.

The mission of the NTSB is very admirable – one that is dedicated to improving safety on our Nation’s waterways, railways, highways and airways, as well as ensuring safety of pipelines and transportation of hazardous materials. Through the tireless efforts of dedicated NTSB employees, many potential accidents have been prevented, lives saved and countless injuries reduced. In addition, the Safety Board has an important role of assisting the families of victims of aviation accidents.

Clearly, the American public and the transportation community depend on the NTSB to fulfill its mission, not only in the wake of an accident, but also to be proactive through the Safety Board’s advocacy role, by conducting safety studies and by making safety recommendations. If confirmed, I will undertake to support the Safety Board in all its endeavors.

Mr. Chairman, my background includes a combination of experience in aviation management, accident and incident investigation, teaching human factors and its relationship to transportation safety, and actively working to create aviation safety programs. I am an active pilot and have been flying for over 32 years including 24 years as a pilot for a major U.S.-based international air carrier. I currently manage the corporate flight department for a Fortune 500 company. 

Working through the auspices of the NTSB’s party system, I have worked with the Safety Board on two major air carrier accident investigations. I also participated as an observer with Transportation Safety Board of Canada in their investigation of the 1998 Swissair flight 111 accident off the coast of Peggy’s Cove, Nova Scotia. Through these personal and professional experiences, I have developed an abiding respect for the work of the Board and its professional staff.

Although I have a strong aviation safety background, I want to assure you that if confirmed, I will not limit my interests and attention to aviation. I believe the traveling public is entitled to and deserves safe transportation, regardless of the transportation mode they chose. 

I will also work diligently to ensure that the NTSB maintains its well-earned status as the world’s preeminent transportation safety and accident investigation agency. 

Mr. Chairman, if confirmed, I look forward to the opportunity to work in a professional and collegial fashion with Acting Chairman Rosenker, my fellow Board Members, the dedicated NTSB staff and this Committee to enhance transportation safety.

Thank you for your time and I look forward to answering your questions. 
