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Arkansas has the dubious distinction of being ranked in the bottom tiers of quality education indicators: student achievement on national examinations, workforce availability, percentage of college graduates and reduction of illiteracy rates. Included in this list, which may be contributing to the previously identified negatives, is the state’s ranking of 47 out of 50 states for broadband deployment.

The world has become flat because of the explosive development of technology and those who have not achieved contemporary technology levels will continue to occupy the lower echelons of educational achievement and the concomitant retarded economic development.

Although Arkansas ranks low in Broadband deployment, it is encouraging to note that visionary leadership has developed a plan to move Arkansas to a more competitive position. The proposed AREON (Arkansas Research and Education Optical Network) will move the four-year public education institutions to a position of equity with those in other states. Especially will this be a significant achievement for the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff (UAPB). Not only will it locate us on the frontiers of technology, but also it completes our multi-million dollar investment of past years in IP technology. UAPB will be among the few HBCUs not having a technology gap. Also, the University will be able to expand its services and opportunities for citizens in the Delta of Arkansas, a region much challenged in the areas of educational achievement and economic growth. An investment in AREON is critical to the future prosperity of the state of Arkansas.
