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Good evening Adrian:

The following is a courtesy copy of the letter Commissioner Miller sent to the House and Senate Leader
ship and Chairman Shuster, Extending the deadline to PTC is an important issue and we appreciate
Chairman Thune's leadership in this matter.

Thank you,

Patrick Dudlsy
Palicy Specialist
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TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
COMMISSIONER S1D MILLER

Oetober 5, 2015

The Honorable Bill Shuster

Chairman

Committee on Transportation and Infrastrueture
2268 Rayhurn Hause Qffice Building
‘Washington, DC 20515-380g

Subject: Extension of Positive Train Conirol Deadline
Dear Chairman Shuster:

I am writing in regards to the 2008 congressional mandate for railroads to install Pasitive Train
Control (FTC) on all passenger and commuter rails, along with rails carrying toxdc by inhalation
gas {TTH). The deadline contained in the Rail Safety Improvement Act of 2008 for PTC
implementation is December 31, 2015. The Texas Departinent of Agriculture has been notified
hy aur rail carriers in Texas that despite tremendous efforts and billions of dollars spent, they
are unable to meet this deadline.

I believe it is crucial Congress extend this deadline to the end of 2018 and allow additional fime,
if needed, for all railvoads to ensure testing of equipment and interoperability between rail lines
before PTC is fully aperational, Not granting an extension would create an example of
unintended consequences at its finest. In the attempt to improve rail safety standards, a
devastating blow will be delivered to the United States ecconomy and its food and fiber system if
the deadline is not extended. Additionally, it would eause inereased safety concerns on the
nation's alveady congested roadways.

Union Pacific is the largest rail earrier in Texas with more than 6,000 miles of track. The
company hag made clear their intention to embuargo all TTH shipments and cease all passenger
rail services until full compliance with the PTC mandate is met. BNSF and others have expressed
cotreern whether amy trains should operate, not just TIH and passenger services, until all are in
full compliance.

In a letter to Chairmnan Thune, BNSF states, “BNSF has evaluated the competing stalutory and
regulatory requirements regarding operations on manduated lines where PTC has not been

installed and operational as of January 1, 2016, and our legal analysis ealls into question
whether we legally may operate any freight or passenger service on such lines.”

RO. BOX 12847 ' . (ST 463-7:476
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 TEXASAGRICULTURE.GOV FAX: (888) 223-8861
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1n Union Pacific’s letter to Chairman Thune, they state their intention to embargo just TIH
materials and passenger services, However, the company does not rule out further embargos
aud said, "Our decision to stop only the traffic that led to the reqguirement ta install PTC will be
revisited if the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA} imposes fines on freight trains without
TIH, as they are authorized to do. Should the FRA take such a broad action, we will have to
consider an embargo on virtually all rail freight that we handle on lines that are to be
equipped with PIC despite its untold consequences for the U.S. economy.”

An embargo of TIH materials or any potentially larger rail shutdawnis would negntively affect all
food and fiber industries in an immense way, Delayed or reduced crop production, inereased
shipping costs, increased food and fiber costs, and a reduced food supply for our nation would
be the result of any rail shutdown.

One form of TIH is anhydrous ammonia. Anhydrous ammonia is a nitrogen fertilizer and one of
the most widely used crop nutrients. It is applied directly to crops, used in the production of
phosphate fertilizers, and is the building block of all nitrogen fertilizers. Approximately 80
percent of all fertilizer used in the U.S, would be affected. A lack of availability of this necessary
fertilizer would lower crop yields and reduee the nation’s food and fiber supply. That would
translate into much higher price tags for consumers at the grocery store,

Thousands of carleads of food and farm products are shipped weelkly by rail. Aceording to the
Association of American Railroads (AAR), roughly 17,500 carloads of food and farm produets
were delivered by rail in the U.S, during March 2015 alone. To expand on this point, in 2014,
100 million tous of food products were shipped by rail. That same year, a little more than 3
million tons of wheat, 140 million tons of grain, nearly 70 million tons of corn and more than 25
million tons of soy beans were shipped all by rail. If the deadline for compliance is not extended,
these preducts and many others will be forced on the nation’s roadways.

As reported by AAR, in 2014, 160 million tons of chemicals were shipped by rail, These
chemicals and other products previously shipped by rail would move to our roadways, if the
deadline is not extended. This would increase traffic and create additional safety risks to
motorists.

When PTC was mandated, these technologies did not exist and had 10 be developed over time. In
. the face of the complexity and scale of the PTC project, a3 well as government and regulatory
setbacks, the railroads have made tremendous efforts and speat billiens of dellars to meet the
mandated deadline. Not granting an extension will threaten our nation's eitizenry by taxing the
already congested highways with an influx of commouters and truck traffic, will jeopardize our
nation’s food and fiber supply system, and create an economic catastrophe. I encourage
Congress to extend the PTC deadline to the end of 2018 and allow additional time, if needed, to
ensure PTC interoperability and all PTC equipment is functioning properly and effectively.
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Thank you for allowing me to encourage the extension of the Positive Train Control deadline.

W

Sincerely,

-Sid Miller
Commissioner

Ce:  The Honorable Joht Thune, Chairman, Committee on Commerce, Science and
Transportation
The Honovable Anthony Foxx, U8, Secretary of Transportation
Texas Congressional Delegation
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TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
COMMISSIONER SID MILLER

Octaber 5, 2015

The Honorable John Boehney
Speaker of the. House

1011 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-3508

Subject: Extension of Positive Train Control Deadline
Dear Speaker Bochner:

I am writing in regards to the 2008 congressional mandate for railroads to install Positive Train
Control {PTC] on all passenger and commuter rails, along with rails earrying toxic by inhalation
gas (TIH). The deadline contained in the Rail Safety Improvement Act of 2008 for PTC
implementation is December 31, 2015. The Texas Department of Agriculture has been notified
by our rail carriers in Texas that despite tremendous efforts and billions of dollars spent, they
are unable to meet this deadline.

I believe it is crucial Congress extend this deadline to the end of 2018 and allow additional time,
if needed, for all railreads to ensure testing of equipment and interoperability between rail lines
before PTC is fully operational, Not granting an extension would create an example of
unintended consequences af its finest. In the attempt to improve tail safety standards, a
devastating blow will be delivered to the United States ceonomy rnd its food and fiber system if
the deadline is not extended. Additionatly, it would eause increased safety concerns on the
nation’s already congested roadways.

Union Pacific is the largest rail carrier in Texas with more than 6,000 miles of track, The
company has made clear their intention to embargo all TIH shipments and cease all passenger
rail services until full compliance with the PTC mandate is met, BNSF and others have expressed
concern whether eny trains should aperate, not just TIH and passenger services, until all are in

full compliance.

In a letter to Chairman Thune, BNSF states, “BNSF has evaluated the competing statutory and
regulatory requirements regarding operations on mandated lines where PTC has not heen
installed and operational ns of January 1, 2016, and our legal analysis calls into question
whether we legally may operate any freight or passenger service on such lines.”

PO. BOX 12847 ] (5124 463-7476
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 TEXASAGRICULTUREGOV FAX: (888) 223-8861
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In Union Pacific's letter to Chairman Thune, they state their intention to embargo just TIH
materials and passenger services, However, the campany does not rule aut further emhbargos
and said, “Our decision to stop only the traffic that led to the requirement to install PTC will be
revisited if the Federal Railrood Administration (FRA) imposes fines on freight trains without
TIH, as they are authorized to do, Should the FRA take such a broad action, we will have to
consider an embargo on virtually all ratl freight that we handle on nes that are to be
equipped with PTC despite its untoid consequences for the U.S. ¢conomy.”

An emhbargo of TTH materials or any potentially larger rail shutdowns would negatively affect all
food and fiber industries in an immense way. Delayed or reduced erop production, increased
shipping costs, increased food and fiber casts, and a reduced food supply for our nation would
be the result of any rail shutdown.

One form of TIH is anhydrous ammania, Anhydrouz ammeonia is a nitrogen fertilizer and one of
the mast widely used crop nutrients. It is applied directly to crops, used in the production of
phosphate fertilizers, and is the building block of ail nitrogen fertilizers. Approximately 8o
percent of all fertilizer used in the 1.8, would be affected. A lack of availability of this necessary
fertilizer would lower crop yields and reduce the nation’s food and fiber supply, That would
translate into much higher price tags for consumers at the grocery store,

Thousands of carloads of food and farm products are shipped weekly hy rail. According to the
Association of American Railroads {AAR), roughly 17,500 vatloads of faod and farm products
were delivered by tail in the U8, during March 2015 alone. To expand on this point, in 2014,
106 million tons of food products were shipped by rail. That same year, 4 little more than 3
million tons of wheat, 140 million tons of grain, nearly 7o million tons of corn and more than 25
million tons of soy beans were shipped all by rail. If the deadline for compliance is not extended,
these products and many others will be foreed on the nation’s roadways,

As reported by AAR, in 2014, 160 million tons of chemicals were shipped by rail. These
chemicals and other products praviously shipped by rail would move to our roadways, if the
deadline is not extended. Thig would increase traffic and create additional safety rigks to
motorists.

" When PTC was mandated, these technologies did not exist and had to be developed over titne. In
the face of the complexity and scale of the PTC project, as well as government and regulatory
setbacks, the vailroads have made tremendous efforts and spent billiona of doliary to meet the
mandated deadline. Not granting an extension will threaten our nation’s citizenry by taxing the
giresdy congested highways with an influx of commuters and truck traffic, will jeopardize our
nation’s food and fiber supply system, and create an economic catastrophe. I encourage
Congress to extend the PTC deadline to the end of 2018 and allow additional time, if needed, to
ensure PTC interoperability and all PTC equipment is functioning properly and effectively.
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Thank you for allowing me to encourage the extension of the Positive Train Control deadline,

W

Sincerely,

Sid Miller
Commissioner

Cc: The Honorable John Thune, Chairman, Committee on Commerce, Science and

Transportabon
‘The Honorable Anthony Foxx, U.S, Secretary of Transportation

Texas Congressional Delegation
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TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
COMMISSIONER S1D MILLER

Qetober 5, 2015

The Honarable Mitch MceConnell
Majority Leader

317 Ruzsell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Subject: Extension of Positive Train Control Deadline
Dear Senator McConnell:

I am writing in regards to the 2008 congressional mandate for railroads to install Positive Train
Contrel (PTC) on all passenger and eammuter rails, along with rails catrying toxic by inhalation
gas (TIH). The deadline contained in the Rail Safety Improvement Act of 2008 for PTC
implementation is December 31, 2015, The Texas Department of Agriculture has been notified
by our rail carriers in Texas that despite tremendous efforts and billions of dollars spent, they
are unable to meet this deadline.

I believe it is erucial Congress extend this deadline to the end of 2018 and allow additional time,
if needed, for all raflroads to ensure testing of equipment and interoperability between rail lines
before PTC is fully operational. Not granting an extension would ereate an example of
unintended consequences at its finest. In the attempt o improve rail safety standards, a
devastating blow will be delivered to the United States economy and its food and fiber system if
the deadline is not extended. Additionally, it would enuse inerensed safety concerns on the
nation's already congested roadways.

Union Pacific is the largest rail carrier in Texas with more than 6,000 miles of track. The
company has made clear their intention to emharge all TIH shipments and cease all passenger
rail services until full compliance with the PTC mandate is met. BNSF and others have expressed
concern whether ary trains should operate, not just TIH and passenger services, until all are in
full commpliance,

In a letter to Chairman Thune, BNSF states, “BNSF has evaluated the competing statutory and
regulatory requiremernts regarding operations on mandated lines where PIC has not been
installed and operational as of January 1, 2016, and our legal analysis calls into question
whether we legally may operate any freight or passenger service on such lines.”

PO. BOX 12847 (512) 463-7476
AUSTIN. TEXAS 78711 TEXASAGRICULTUREGQY FAx: (888} 22.3-8861
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In Union Pacific’s letter to Chairman Thune, they state their intention to embarge just TTH
materials and passenger services. However, the company does not rule out further embargos
and said, “Our decision to stop only the traffic that led to the requirernent to install PTC will be
revisited if the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) imposes fines on freight trains without
T7H, as they are authorized to do. Should the FRA take such a broad action, we will have to
congider an embargo on virtually all rail freight that we handle on lines that are to he
equipped with PTC despite its untold consequences for the LS. economy.”

An embargo of TIH materials or any potentially larger rail shutdowns would negatively affect all
food and fiber industries in an immense way, Delayed or reduced crop production, increased
shipping costs, increased food and fiber costs, and a reduced food supply for our nation would
be the result of any rail shutdown,

One form of TIH is anbydrous ammenin. Anhydrous ammonia is a nitrogen fertilizer and one of
the most widely used crop nutrients. It is applied directly to crops, used in the production of
phosphate fertilizers, and is the building block of all nitrogen fertilizers. Approximately 8o
pereent of all fertilizer used in the U.8. would be affected. A lack of availability of this necessary
fertilizer would Jower crop yields and reduce the nation’s food and fiber supply. That would
tranalate into much higher price tags for conswmers at the grocery store.

Thousands of carloads of food and farm products are shipped weekly by rail. Aecording to the
Association of American Railroads {AAR), roughly 17,500 carloads of food and farm produets
were delivered by rail in the U.S. during March 2015 alone. To expand on this point, in 2014,
100 tmillicn tons of feod produets were shipped by rail, That same year, a little more than 3
million tons of wheat, 140 million tons of grain, nearly 70 million tons of corn and more than 25
million tons of soy beans were shipped all by rail. If the deadline for compliance is not extended,
these products and many others will be forced on the nation's roadways.

As reported by AAR, in 2014, 160 million tons of chemicals were shipped by rail. These
chemicals and other products previously shipped by rail would move to our roadways, if the
deadline is not extended. This would increase traffic and create additional safety risks to
motorists,

When PTC was mandated, these technologies did not exist and had to be developed over time. In
the face of the complexity and scale of the PTC project, os well as government and regulatory
setbacks, the railroads have made tremendous efforts and spent billions of dollers to meet the
mandated deadline. Not granting an extension will threaten owr nation’s citizenry by taxing the
already congested highways with an influx of commuters and truek traffic, will jeopardize our
nation’s food and fiber supply system, and create an economic catastrophe, I encourage
Congress to extend the PTC deadline to the end of 2018 and allow additional tirme, if needed, to
ensure PTC interaperability and all PTC equipment is functioning properly and effectively.

Thank you for allowing me to encourage the extension of the Positive Tmin Control deadline.



Fax Sexrver 10/8/201% ©9:23:57 AM PAGE 11/017 Fax Berver

Sincerely,
5id Miller
Commissioner

Ce;  The Honorable John Thune, Chairman, Committee on Commerce, Science and
Transportation
The Honorable Anthony Foxx, U.S. Secretary of Transportation
Texas Congressional Delegation
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TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
COMMISSIONER §1D MILLER

Octobher 5, 2015

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Demoeratic Leader

233 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-0512

Subject: Extension of Positive Train Control Deadline
Dear Representative Pelosi:

1 am writing in regards to the 2008 congressional mandate for railroads to install Positive Train
Control (PTC) on all passenger and commuter rails, along with rails carrying toxic hy inhalation
gas {TIH). The deadline contained in the Rail Safety Improvement Act of 2008 for PTC
implementation is Deeember 31, 2015. The Texas Department of Agriculture has been notified
by our rail carriers in Texas that despite tremendous efforts and billions of dollars spent, they
are unable to meet this deadline.

I believe it is erucial Congress extend this deadline to the end of 2018 and allow additional time,
if needed, for all railroads to ensure testiog of equipment and interoperability between rail lines
before PTC is fully operativnal, Not granting an extension would create an example of
unintended consequences at its finest. In the attempt to improve rail safety standards, a
devastating blow will be delivered to the United States economy and its food and fiber system if
the deadline is not extended. Additionally, it would cause increased safety concerns on the
nation’s already congested roadwaysx.

Union Pacific is the largest rail carrier in Texas with more than 6,000 miles of track The
company bas made clear their intention to embargo all TTH shipments and cease all passenger
rail services until full compliance with the PTC mandate is met, BNSF and others have expressed
concern whether ey trains should aperate, not just TIH and passenger services, until all are in
full compliance,

In a letter to Chalrman Thune, BNSF states, “BNSF has evaluated the competing statutory and
regulatory requirements regarding operations on mandated lines where FTC has not been
installed and operational as of January 1, 2016, and our legal analysis calls into question
whether we legally may eperate any freight or passenger service on such fines,”

0. Box 12847 _ {5121 463-7476
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 TEXASAGRICULTUREGOQV FAX: (B88) 2238861
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In Union Pacific’s Jetter to Chairman Thune, they state their intention to embargo just TIH
materixls and passengey services, However, the company does not rile out further embargos
and said, “Our decision to stop only the traffic that led to the requirement to install PTC will be
revisited if the Federal Railroad Admirdstration (FRA) impuoses fines on freight trains without
TIH, as they are authorized to do. Should the FRA take such a broad action, we will have to
consider an embargo on virtually all rail freight that we handle on lines that are to be
equipped with PTC despite its untold consequences for the U.8. economy.”

An embargo of TTH materials or any patentially larger rail shutdowns would negatively affect all
food and fiber industries in an immense way. Delayed or reduced crop production, inereased
shipping eosts, increased food and fiber costs, and a reduced food supply for our nation wauld
be the result of any rail shutdewn.

One form of TIH is anhydrous ammonia. Anhydrous ammonia is a nitrogen fertilizer and obe of
the most widely used crop nutrients, It is applied directly ta crops, used in the production of
phosphate fertilizers, and is the building block of all nitrogen fertilizers. Approximately 8a
pereent of all fertilizer used in the U.8. would be affected. A lack of availability of this necessary
fertilizer would lower crop yields and reduce the nation’s food and fiber supply. That would
translate inte much higher price tags for consumers at the gracery store.

Thousands of carloads of food and farm products are shipped weekly by rail, According to the
Association of American Railroads (AAR), roughly 17,5300 carleads of food and farm products
were delivered by rail in the V.8, during March 2015 alone. To expand on this point, in 2014,
100 million tons of food products were shipped by rail. That same year, a little more than 3
million tons of wheat, 140 million tons of grain, nearly 7o million tons of corn and more than 25
million tons of soy beans were shipped all by rail. If the deadline for compliance is not extended,
these produets and many athers will be foreed on the nation’s roadways,

As reported by AAR, in 2014, 160 million tans of chemieals were shipped by rail, These
chemicals and other products previously shipped by rail would meove to our readways, if the
deadline is not extended. This would increase traffic and create additional safety risks to
motorists.

When PTC was mandated, these technologies did not exist and had ta be developed over time. In
the face of the complexity and scale of the PTE project, as well as government and regulatory
getbacks, the railvoads have made tremendous efforts and spent billions of dollars to mest the
mandated deadline. Not granting an extension will threaten our nation’s citizenry by taxing the
already congested highways with an influx of commuters and truck traffie, will jeopardize our
nation’s food and fiber supply system, and create an economic catustrophe, I encourage
Congress to extend the PTC deadline to the end of 2018 and allow additional time, if needed, to
ensure PTC interoperability and all PTC equipment is functioning properly and effectively.
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Thank you for allowing me to encourage the extension of the Positive Train Control deadline.

Sincerely,
Sid Miller
Commissioner

Ce:  The Honorable Joha Thune, Chairman, Committee on Commerce, Science snd

Transportation
The Honorable Anthony Foxx, U.S, Secretary of Transportation
Texas Congressional Delegation
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TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
COMMISSIONER SID MILLER

Qctober 5, 2015

The Honorahle Harry Reid
Pemocratic Leader

£22 Hart Senate Offive Building
‘Washington, DC 20510

Subject: Extension of Positive Train Control Deadline
Dear Senator Reid:

I ain writing in regards to the 2008 congressional mandate for railroads to install Positive Train
Cantrol (FTC) on all pussenger and commuter rails, along with rails carrying toxie by inhalation
gas (TTH). The deadline contained in the Rail Safety Improvement Act of 2008 for PTC
implementation is December 31, 2015, The Texas Department of Agriculture has been notified
by our rall carriers in Texas that despite tremendous efforts and billions of dollars spent, they
are unable to meet this deadline,

I believe it is crucial Congress extend this deadline to the end of 2018 and allow additional tite,
if needed, for all railroads to ensure testing of equipment and interoperahility between rail lines
before PTC is fully operational. Not granting an extension would ereate an example of
unintended consequences at its fivest. In the attempt to improve rail safety standards, a
devastating blow will be delivered to the United States economy and its food and fiber system if
the deadline is not extended, Additionally, it would cause increased safely concerns on the
nation’s already congested roadways.

Union Pacific is the largest rail carrier in Texas with more than 6,000 miles of track, The
company has made clear their intention to embargo all TIH shipments and cease all passenger
rail services until full compliance with the PTC mandate is met. BNSF and others have expressed
concern whether any trains should operate, not just TIH and passenger services, until all arein
full compliance.

It a letter to Chairman Thune, BNSF states, "BNSF has evaluated the competing statutory and
regulatory requirements regarding operations ont mandated lines where PTC has not been
installed and operational as of January 1, 2016, and our legal analysis calls into question
whether we legally may operate any freight or pussenger service on such hines.”

PO BOX 12847 (512} 463-7476
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 TEXASAGRICULTURE.GOV Fax: (888} 2.23-8861
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In Union Pacific’s letter to Chairman Thune, they state their intention to embargo just TTH
materials and passenger services. However, the company does not rule aut firther embargos
and said, “Our deciston to stop only the traffic that led to the requirement to install PTC will be
revisited {f the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) impuoses fines on freight trains without
TIH, as they are autherized to do. Should the FRA take such a broad action, we will have to
consider an embargo on virtually all rail freight thet we handle on lines that are to be
equipped with PTC despite its untold consequences for the U.S. economy.”

An embargo of TIH materials or any potentialy larger rail shutdowns would negatively affect all
food and fiber industries in an immense way. Delayed or reduced erop production, increased
shipping costs, increased food and fiber costs, and a reduced food supply for our nation weuld
be the result of any rail shutdown.

One form of TIH is anhydrous ammonia, Anhydrous ammonia is a nitrogen fertilizer and one of
the most widely used crop nutrients. It is applied directly to crops, used in the prodietion of
phogphate fertilizers, and is the building block of all nitragen fertilizers. Approximately 8o
percent of all fertilizer used in the U.S. would be affected, A lack of availability of this necessary
fertitizer would lower crop yislds and reduce the nation's food and fiber supply. That would
translate into much higher price tags for consumers at the grocery store,

Thousands of earloads of food and farm produets are shipped weekly by rail. According ta the

Association of American Railroads (AAR), roughly 17,500 carloads of food and farm products

were delivered by rail in the U.S, during March 2015 alone, To expand on this point, in 2014,

100 million tons of food products were shipped by rail. That same year, a little more than 3

million tons of wheat, 140 million tons of grain, nearly 7o million tons of corn and more than 25

million tons of soy beans were shipped all by rail, If the deadline for compliance is not extended,
. these products and many others will be foreed on the nation’s roadways.

As reported by AAR, in 2014, 160 million tons of chemicals were shipped by rail. These
chemicals and other products previously shipped by rail would move to our roadways, if the
deadline is not extended. This would increase traffic and ereate additional safety risks to
motorists. -

When PTC was mandated, these technologies did not exist and had to be developed over time. In
. the face of the complexity and scale of the PTC project, as well as government and regulatory
setbacks, the railroads have made tremendous efforts and spent hillions of dollats to meet the
mandated deadline. Not granting an extension will threaten our nation’s citizenry by taxing the
already congested highways with an influx of commuters and truck traffic, will jeopardize our
nation’s food and fiber supply system, and create an economic catastrophe. I encourage
Congress to extend the PTC deadline to the end of 2018 and allow additional time, if needed, to
ensure PTC interoperability and all PTC equipment is funstioning properly and effectively,
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Thank you for allowing me to encourage the extension of the Positive Train Control deadline.

Sincerely,

W
Sid Miiler
Commissioner

Ce:  The Honorable John Thune, Chairman, Committee on Commerre, Science and
Transportation
The Honorable Anthony Foxx, 1.8, Sceretary of Transportation
Texas Congressienal Delegation



