




























BIOGRAPHY 
U N I T E D S T A T E S C O A S T G U A R  D 

 

 

CAPTAIN Bill Dwyer 

 

CAPT Dwyer is currently serving as the Chief of Maritime and 

International Law for the US Coast Guard. He oversees a team of legal 

advisors providing real time operational legal advice to support global 

operations. In this role, he also heads the US delegation to IMO for the 

Legal Committee.  He previously served as the first USCG officer in 

the position of the Staff Judge Advocate (General Counsel) for U.S. 

Southern Command in Doral Florida. In this role, he served as the 

principal legal advisor for the DoD’s Geographic Combatant 

Commander.  

 

Formerly, he served as a Deputy Staff Judge Advocate, Operations 

Law Attorney and the Chief of Legal Engagements for US Indo-Pacific Command, Camp Smith, 

Hawaii. In this role, he advised on a variety of operational issues involving the South China Sea 

and North Korea. He also led numerous legal engagements throughout the Indo-Asia-Pacific to 

advance the Rule of Law. Prior to that, he served as the Seventeenth District SJA in Juneau, 

Alaska. His duties included advising on operations, maritime security, military justice, and 

international law for Coast Guard units in Alaska and the Arctic. Earlier, he served in the Office 

of Legal Counsel, US Africa Command in Stuttgart, Germany. He provided operational legal 

advice on a variety of areas including piracy, maritime security, and targeting. Additionally, 

Captain Dwyer served as a legal advisor for Operation Odyssey Dawn in Libya. He conducted 

legal engagements and training throughout the African Continent. Prior to that, he served as the 

Deputy Staff Judge Advocate in Alaska serving as a legal advisor for Arctic Shield amongst 

other response operations. 
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Education 

 

United States Coast Guard Academy, New London, CT Major: Government  

Bachelor of Science, May 1995 

 

Rutgers School of Law, Newark, NJ                   Admitted in NY and NJ 

Juris Doctor, May 2004 

 

St. Peter's University, Jersey City, NJ 

Master of Business Administration, May 2010 

 

Naval Postgraduate School, Monterey, CA   Thesis: U.S Arctic Policy Analysis 

Master of Security Studies in Homeland Defense, September 2013 

 

U.S. Army War College     SRP: China’s Arctic Policy 

Master of Strategic Studies, May 2015   SECDEF Essay Award 3RD Place 

 

Assignment History 

 

Aug 21- Present Chief, Maritime and International Law (CG-LMI), Washington, DC   

July 17 –Aug 21 Staff Judge Advocate, US Southern Command, Doral, FL 

Jul 15- July 17 Deputy Staff Judge Advocate US Pacific Command, Camp Smith, HI 

Jul 14-June 15 Senior Service School, US Army War College, Carlisle, PA 

Aug 11-Jul 15 Staff Judge Advocate, USCG 17th District, Juneau, Alaska 

June 10-Aug 11 Operational Law Attorney, US Africa Command, Stuttgart, Germany 

Jul 08-June 10 Deputy Staff Judge Advocate, USCG 17th District, Juneau, Alaska 

Sep 07-Jul 08 Environmental Legal Advisor, USCG Sector Long Island Sound 

Jan 06-Sep 07 Deputy Office Chief COOP/COG, USCG HQ, Washington, DC 

Oct 02-Jan 06 Command Center Homeland Security Watch Supervisor- USCG Sector New York 

Sep 00-Oct 02 Public Affairs Officer Air Station Atlantic City, NJ 

Oct 98-Sep 00 Dive Officer/ Deck Watch Officer, USCGC WALNUT, Honolulu, HI 

Jan 98-Oct 98 US Navy Dive School, Panama City, FL 

May 97-Jan 98 Flight Training (Medically Disqualified) 

Sep 95-May 97 Deck Watch Officer, USCGC BASSWOOD, Guam 

May 95-Sep 95 Summer Ensign, Leadership Instructor USCGA, New London, CT 




